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. MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR GENERAL

Dear and Reverend Fathers, Rev. Deacons and Brothers,

Christmas of 2020 will be a very
particular Christmas because of the pandemic.
Amidst all thissuffering, the birth of Jesusbrings
this wounded humanity a message of hope. The
joy of the presence of Jesus, in the midst of his
people and of human history, fills our hearts and
inspires us to share this joy with those both near
and far. As missionaries Christmas is an
opportunity for usto rediscover the beauty of our
mission — mission Ad Gentes of Missio Del. It istrue and afact that
we prepare ourselves through prayer, fasting and merciful acts. But
as missionaries what is Christmas or the birth of the Lord for us?In
this pandemic situation, where our lives have been overturned, this
Season gives us a beautiful lesson, in fact, the lesson that often we
forget — the lesson of DIALOGUE. Christmas teaches us that
dialogue is the basis of mission, the basis of salvation. Christmasis
dialogue between: 1) God, the Father and the Son, 2) God, the Father
and the mankind 3) Son and the mankind.

The birth of the son of God is the result of dialogue. “..in these last
days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all
things, through whom he also created the worlds.” (Heb. 1:2). The
God of Israel was a Lord of dialogue. He spoke to them through
prophets, kings; judges etc. dialoguerefers not only to words spoken,
but even actions exhibited. It includes the miracles, the wonders
expressed in the Holy Scripture and even the curses or worst things
that take place.

Thebirth of the Son of God isadialogue- an exchange of feelings of
God, the Father for the salvation of mankind. Son through hislifein
theworld, had dialogue with the peopletaking them to salvation. His
wordsand actionswere dialogue- asalvific dialogue. This Christmas
too callseach one of usmissionariesto be part of thissalvific dialogue.
Through priesthood we have become the part and parcel of His
dialogue. Now it isour duty to continuethis dialogue.

As apriest, each one should feel that he is called to a dialogue: a)
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With God, b) With neighbors, ¢) With himself and d) With nature.Our
livesbecomefruitful and truthful only when thesefour areas of dialogue
—words and actions — are fully filled in a true manner.

a.Our dialogue with God takes place mainly through our
celebration of the Holy Qurbana, canonical prayersand other
piousactivities. Peacefulness of mind, tranquility and serenity
are received through this dialogue. The Holy Spirit starts
workinginus(Neh 9:20). Thisdialogue aso helpsusto place
the prayers of the peoplein front of the Lord. It a'so helpsin
bringing the pain of the people, their happinessetc to thelord.
Having adialogue of amediator (2 Kings 19:14).

b.The dialogue with neighbors refers not only our words
spoken, but our action and even our presence. The presence
of Jesus gave happiness to the shepherds, the wise men and
so on. Today as missionaries we take this dialogue through
the very call of being missionary. Our apostolate taken up,
our presence, our gaze (Job 40:11b), our smile, our words all
speak to people. A fruitful dialogue helps usto be like Jesus.
“...God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.”
(Acts 10:38). Our dialogue refers also our openness — our
openness to our superiors, our fellow missionaries, our flock
entrusted. Only an open person will be able to accept the
responsibilitieshanded over for afruitful mission. Our priestly
koinonia is a dialogue of friendship. Our openness also
enables usto accept our superiors, respect them. It isan open
dialogue. Asmembersin the Church, weareto have dialogue
with our superiors (Rom 13). A healthy dialogue developsthe
mission, the priestly koinonia and in turn, the Church. Onthe
other hand, unhealthy dialogue — character assassination,
jealousy, disobedience, pride, defaming others — hinders the
beauty of the Church and it questionseven our very existence
of “being at service” of the Lord (Zech 8:16-17).

c.There should be a dialogue with oneself. Dialogue with
oneself meansto be ready to accept oneself. (Acts 6:15). As
me NO ONE can betherein thisworld. It isthe plan of God.
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He created me unique—my physique, my abilities, my way of
doing things etc are unique. No one can replicate and replace
me. Thisthought would enhance us with the sense of being a
‘child of God', ‘Priest of the Lord at service'. Frustration
towardsthe ministry or responsibilities, disobedience etc often
pops up from this “unaware” fact of not accepting oneself.
Here comes the greatest danger of ‘comparing’. | compare
myself, my responsibility, my ministry, with otherswhich in
turn gives me satisfaction or dissatisfaction, unhappiness,
tension etc. hence as missionaries of Christ we should be
ableto haveafruitful dialoguewith oneself —knowing oneself
with all its positive and negative attitudes. It isin this context
we should read the sixth chapter of Fratelli Tutti entitled
“DIALOGUE AND FRIENDSHIP IN SOCIETY”. Pope says
“Approaching, speaking, listening, looking at, coming to
know and understand one another, and to find common
ground: all these things are summed up in the one word
“dialogue” . If we want to encounter and help one another,
we have to dialogue.” (Ft 198). Even Jesus had this
dialogue. Look in Gethsemane “not my will but yours be
done.” (Lk 22:42)

d.Thelast kind of dialoguethat we should haveisthe dialogue
with the nature. This pandemic has proved thisto us. Many
of us have returned to the ‘smell of the soil’ — feeling the
earth. Though‘ Laudato S’ brought in theimportance of nature
inour lives, this pandemic situation practically proved thisto
us. We are not masters but ‘keepers'.

Thus when seen from this point of view, these four types of dialogue
seeninJesusresultedin L1 FE GIVING. Hencethis Christmas should
help usto ponder on the question: doesmy mission and ministry prove
tobeaLlFE GIVING oneor LIFE TAKING one? Let ustrust in
the providence of thelord.

With the Apostolic Letter “Patris Corde” (With a Father’s Heart),
Pope Francisrecallsthe 150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint
Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. To mark the occasion, the
Holy Father hasproclaimed a“ Year of Saint Joseph” from 8 December
2020, to 8 December 2021.
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The Pope says. “God always finds a way to save us, provided we
show the same creative courage as the carpenter of Nazareth,
who was able to turn a problem into a possibility by trusting
always in divine providence.” Again: “Joseph found happiness
not in mere self-sacrifice but in self-gift. In him, we never see
frustration but only trust. His patient silence was the prelude to
concrete expressions of trust. Our world today needs fathers. It
has no use for tyrants who would domineer others as a means of
compensating for their own needs. It rejects those who confuse
authority with authoritarianism, service with servility, discussion
with oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, power with
destruction. Every true vocation is born of the gift of oneself,
which is the fruit of mature sacrifice. The priesthood and
consecrated life likewise require this kind of maturity. Whatever
our vocation, whether to marriage, celibacy or virginity, our gift
of self will not come to fulfilment if it stops at sacrifice; were that
the case, instead of becoming a sign of the beauty and joy of
love, the gift of self would risk being an expression of
unhappiness, sadness and frustration.” (Apostolic Letter - Patris
Corde 5&7)

Hence dear fellow missionaries, let this season of Christmas be a
season of dialogue—adialoguethat helpsin growth and devel opment
of our mission, ministry, superiors, and our flock. May the Baby Jesus
the PERFECT DIALOGUE of the Father, bless each one of us
through theintercession of our Bl. Mother, St Joseph and St Thomas,
our patron. It wasablessing for meto visit our fathers and missionary
collaborators of our three mission regions in this pandemic period.
L et me make use of this opportunity to appreciate all of you for your
enthusiasm to share the message of hope and joy to the peopleinthis
pandemic period. Wishes of the birth of PERFECT DIALOGUE.

Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Fr Antony Perumanoor
Director General, MST
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II.NEWSFROM THE GENERALATE

(From 15 October —17 December 2020)

1. PromotiontotheHoly Order of Priesthood

Happy to inform you that eleven of our permanent members
(deacons) who have successfully completed their priestly trainingin
RuhaayaMgor Seminary, Ujjain have been recommended by the
seminary authoritiesfor sacred ordination to priesthood. Having
considered their personal applications, along with the seminary
repots, recommendations by the Seminary Rectors and their
respective parishes, al of them have been promoted to the Holy
Order of Priesthood by the General Council. They will receivethe
Sacred Ordinationin common at 9.15 am. on 27 December 2020
at Deepti Bhavan. HisBeatitude Mar George Cardina Alencherry
will officiatethe ceremony. | placeall thefollowing ordinadi for
your prayerful intercession.

1. AkkattuAntony (Abhilash)

2. Chamakalayil Joseph (Mijo Jose)

3. Chirayil Mathew (Renji)

4. Elamthuruthiyil George (Alex)

5. Keeranchira Sebastian (Ashish)

6. Kizhakemuriyil Thomas(Tony Tom)

7. Kuttipaacka Augustine (NidhinK. Sunny)
8. Moosariparambil Chackochan (JmsonM.M.)
9. Puthusseryputhenpurayil Joseph (Jithin)

10. Thottaplacka Thomas (Twinkle)

11. Vazhuthanappalliyil Kurian (Abin)

The ordination ceremony will be conducted following the covid-
protocols. All of you arewelcometo join the ceremonieswhich will
belivestreamed. Thenew priestswill ceebratethefirst Holy Qurbana
at their respective parishesin the subsequent days (28, 29 & 30
December).
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2. Perpetual Promiseand Diaconate

The General Council of the Missionary Society of St Thomasthe
Apostle, having considered the personal applications, confidential
reports and recommendations of the seminary authoritiesand the
testimoniasof therespective parish priests, decided to promotethe
following three brothersto the Sacred Order of M’ samsanusa. They
were conferred the Sacred Order of M’ samsanusaon 17 December
2020 by HisExcellency Mar Sebastian Vadakdl . Onthat day, they
adsomadether perpetud promiseof incorporationtotheM ST before
the Director General at RuhalayaMajor Seminary. | welcomeall
three of them tothe M ST asits permanent members. They arethe
falowing:

1. Bro. Gervasis(Jince) Kodikulam

2. Bro. Joseph (Dino) Kongamala

3. Bro. Miched (Shinto) Vettikuzhichdlil

3. Conferringof Minor Orders

At therecommendeation of the Rector and the staff of Ruhalaya, the
following candidates were conferred the minor orders of
Heupdiyaknusaand Karoyusaby His Excellency Mar Sebastian
Vadakel on 17 December 2020.

a. The Sacred Order of Heupdiyaknusa
1. Bro. Joseph (Anand) Anakkallil

2. Bro. Thomas(Bibin) Areeplackal

3. Bro. Michadl (Leo) Chandrankunnel
4. Bro. Sebastian (Bebin) Eettayankal

5. Bro. Abraham (Deepu) Kollakombil
6. Bro. Joseph (Albin) Maruthumkuzhiyil
7. Bro. Joseph (Jose) Perumanoor

8. Bro. Francis(Deepak) Poovathalil

9. Bro. Thomas Pullikattil

10. Bro. Mathew (Ajay) Varickicka
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11. Bro. Philip (Jestin) Vattamannil

b. TheSacred Order of Karoyusa

1. Bro. Michael (Shagin) Arackaparambil
2. Bro. Kuriakose (Noyal) Irurickal

3. Bro. Joseph (Ashil) Kizhakkekkara

Very Rev. Fr Director Genera was present for the ceremonies. The
MST isgrateful toal theformatorsfor their untiring effortsinthe
formation of our candidates.

4. Sacer dotal Ruby Jubilee Celebration

Seventeen Ruby Jubilarians of the M ST in the current year (the
ordination batch of 1980-1981) who completed 40 years in
missionary priesthood
werefdicitated through an
o e el onlinecelebration held for

ECCETCe ol e two hoursfrom 6.30-8.30
p.m. on Saturday, 21
November 2020 through
Zoomplatform. Theevent
wascoordinated by Rev. Fr
Peter Kavumpuram, who
welcomed thejubilarians
and theonline participants.
On behalf of the MST
family, theDirector Generd
wished all of them
e N At g individually every greeting
and blessing at the
completion of 40 yearsas
priest-members in the
Society. He said that the M ST isblessed to havein them zealous
missionaries, and isgrateful to themfor their contributionsinthe
evangdizing effortsin different centresand minigtries. Thejubilarians
weregiventwo minuteseach to sharethe r thoughts. The programme

] Broadcast-venue: Deepti Bhavan
Via OZOOI"H Dats:Saturday, 21 Nov. 2020 @
Meeting ID: 81485572134 = Time: 6.30 - .00 p.m
Passcode: 780194
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wascol oured with cultura itemsperformed by the seminariansfrom
different seminaries.

5. Webinar on Frateli Tutti

A webinar ontherecent Papal encyclical - Frateli Tutti - of Pope
Franciswasorganized by Thomasine Research Centre(TRC) from
25t0 27 October 2020. It wasmeant for all the M ST priestsacross
the globe. The resource personswere also our own members. It
was attended by an average of 90 participantsper day, besidesthe
studentsfrom our seminarieswho joined thewebinar in group.

6. Annual Retr eat

The annual retreat of the year 2020 was held from 16 to 20
November at Deepti Bhavan, with threetalksdaily. It wasopento
all theM STsand waslive streamed. Rev. Fr Joy Painadath of the
diocese of Kannur wasthe preacher. It was physically attended by
morethan 20 priests, while around 50 joined online.

7. Death Anniversary of the Founder

On 21 November 2020, the death anniversary of our Founder —
Mar Sebastian Vayalil wascommemorated. The Director General
joined with the Holy Qurbanaand special prayersoffered at St
Thomas Cathedral —Pal g, |ed by three Bishops of the Eparchy of
Pala. Membersfrom the genera council and representativesfrom
Deepti seminary staff dso participated inthe serviceat the Cathedral.

8. Preparation for Priestly Ordinations

a. Visits to Parishes and Families of Deacons: While the
Director General visited the homes of nine deacons from the
Eparchiesof Palai and Kanjirappally, theVice Director visited the
homesof two fromtheArcheparchy of Tdlicherry. Their vistswere
meant to get acquaintance with thefamilies of the deaconsaswell
asto help preparetheir family membersfor ordination. They also
visited all the parish priestsof the ordinandi to build rapport with
them and to seek their support for the ordinationsand for thefirst
Holy Qurbana
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b. Retreat of the Ordinandi: TheM ST deaconshad their retreat
at Deepti Bhavan (Preshitaram) from 7 to 11 December, in
preparation for the ordination. It was guided by our priests- Rev.
FrsSgu Thuppdanjiyil, Binoy Purayidom, Kisincher Aniyekkatt and
Joi son Puthukaitt.

9. Visitsof the Director General to Mission Regions

TheDirector General, along with the Treasurer General visited the
missionariesand mission centresin Mumbai, St AlphonsaRegion,
Sangli and St Thomas Region, Mandya during the month of
November. Hea sovisted our missionariesin St Paul Region, Ujjain
and the Ruhalaya Mgor Seminary in the first two weeks of
December.

10. Mission Expansion: & ThomasRegion

St Thomas Mission Region, Mandyastarted anew mission centre
named ‘ Santhome Centre’ at Hindupur in Rayadurga area of
Anantapur district in AndhraPradesh. Anantapur isone of seven
districtsentrusted with the M ST by the Eparchy of Shamshabad.
Rev. Frs Sebin Kudakkachirakunne and TomsPathdil have stared
living herein arented house. Rev. Fr Joseph Vedikunnel and the
Regional Director and the Council of St ThomasRegion, Mandya
madeall effortsfor thelaunching thisnew centreat Hindupur.

11. Overseas Mission

Diocese of Latina-Terracina-Sezze-Priverno, Italy: Rev. Fr
Manu M aprayil recently joined the parish of ParrocchiaS.Matteo
Apostolo of the Diocese of L atinaTerracina-Sezze-Priverno, Italy
for pastord minigtry, inview of doing licentiate studiesin Missiology
fromthe next academic year. Rev. Fr Jaison Kulappurath would be
leaving thesame parishfor acollegein Rometofocussolely onhis
doctoral research.

12. Completion of Studies

a.Licentiatein Patrigtics. Rev. Fr Justin Kaithottumka completed
licentiate in Patristic Theology at Institut Catholique de Paris,
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France, scoring TresBien (magnacum laude).

b. Mastersin Educational Administration (M.Ed.): Rev..Fr
Sherit Kegppiarumalayil successfully secured Magtersin Educationd
Administration (M.Ed.) from Xavier University, Cincinnati, Ohio,
USA.

c. Completion of B. Ed Studies:

Rev. Fr LijoVadakkemuriyil (Neyyoor) completed studiesin
B.Ed. with 80% of overal marksfrom Shivgi Universty, Kolhapur.

Rev. Fr Joseph (Lijo) Arackal puthenveedu completed studies
inB.Ed. with82% of overdl marksfrom Shivgi University, Kolhapur.

Rev. Fr Joby K appiparampil completed studiesin B.Ed. with
93% of overdl marksfrom MahatmaGandhi University, Nalgonda,
Hyderabad.

Rev. Fr Sijo M ookenthottathil completed studiesin B.Ed. with
78% of overall marksfrom University of Banga ore, Karnataka.

Rev. Fr Boby Arimattam completed studiesin B.Ed. with 89% of
overall marks from Mahatma Gandhi University, Nalgonda,
Hyderabad.

Rev. Fr Bennet Naduvilekizhakkel completed studiesin B.Ed.
with 95% of overall marks from Mahatma Gandhi University,
Nalgonda, Hyderabad.

Rev. Fr Jobin Edamanacheril completed studiesin B.Ed. infirst
classfrom MahatmaGandhi University, Nalgonda, Hyderabad.

13. Assigned for Higher Studies

Rev. Fr Joice Puliyamakal isassigned to do M.Ed. studies (in
parttime) from Punjab Universty, Chandigarh.

Rev. Fr Antu Alummoottil isassigned to do B.Ed. studies (in
parttime) from Punjab University, Chandigarh.

14. Achievements
a. Video Album by Fr Chandrankunnel: Rev. Fr Cyriac
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Liebenburg (kiz). In der
Corona-Zeit ist Kreativi-
1t gefrage. Das hat sich
mit Blick auf die Advents-
und Wefhnachtszeit
sowie dem Beginn des
neuen (J:hm: auch Pater

Wunsch hat der aus In-
dien stammende Priester
eine CD sowie einen

van der Missionsge-
meinschaft des Apostels
Thomas

Chandrankunnel prepared an
audiovisud albumin German,
named ‘Herr, komm bald’!
(Lord, comesoon!) containing
meditative reflections in
connection with Advent-
Christmas-New Year, to share
the message of hopein Jesus
Christ and to renew thefaith
of peopleduring thisperiod of
Covid. HisExcellency Most
Rev. Nikolaus Schwerdtfeger,
the Bishop of Hildesheim,

Germany released thefirst copy of the CD. Itsrel easewas covered
by thelocal media.

b. Another New Book, Authored by Fr Kizhakkeyil

A Recently, Rev. Fr Sebastian Kizhakkeyil
I If.f'“q LIS o thored a new book titled — A Handbook
t(fwB]_ble of the Bible: Sudy Guide for the Young,

i anditispublished by St Pauls, Mumbai. This
isauseful introductory guidefor the study of
theHoly Bible, especidly for theseminarians,
religious formees and for those who are
pursuing basic Biblica studies.
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|I1. Transfersand Appointments

S AlphonsaRegion, Sangli

Aryankalayil Joseph - Relieved from Vishawadeepti Missiology
Centre, Kolhapur and appointed as Priest-in-charge/Manager,
Alphonsa—Mirg and Parish Priest of StAlphonsaForane Church,

Mirg.

Kannattu Justin - Relieved from Bandhaand appointed as Priest
in-charge/Manager, Alphonsa, Jath.

Kollitahdam Abraham - Relieved from Watul and appointed as
Resident Priest at Vishawadeepti Missiologica Centre, Kolhapur.
Muttathupadam Geor ge - Relieved from Pratiksha, Watul and
appointed as Priest-in-charge, Anugraha, Khed.

Thekkemyladil Augustine- Relieved from Anugraha, Khed and
appointed as Priest-in-charge, Pratiksha, Watul.

Thottumarickal Francis- Relieved from Mirg and appointed as
Priest-in-charge, Shanti Nivas, Khutalwadi.

Thuppalanjiyil Geor ge- Rdieved from Khutalwadi and appointed
asDirector, Vishawadeepti Missology Centre, Kolhapur.

Vettukallel Geor ge- Relieved from Jath and appointed as Priest-
in-charge/M anager, Alphonsa, Shahuwadi.
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|V Change/Correction of Contact I nfor mation

A. Postal Address

Aryankalayil Joseph, St AlphonsaChurch, Kupwad Road, Mirgj
- 416410, Sangli Dt, Maharashtra

Edamanacheril Jobin, Indian Indituteof Spiritudity, PB. No. 5639,
Dr. Rgkumar Road, Rgginagar, First Block, Bangaore—560 010
Edathiparampil Shaiju M athew, 253 Eleventh Street Mildura,
PO Box 10037, MilduraVIC 3500, Australia

Kadaparambil Rijo, Angel Home, Kadanad —686 653, K ottayam
Dt., Kerda

Kannattu Justin, Alphonsa School, P.B. No.7, Bhosle Vasti,
Shegaon Road, Jath - 416404, Sangli Dt., Maharashtra

K appiparambil Joby, Angel Home, K adanad —686 653, K ottayam
Dt., Kerda

Kollitahdam Abraham, Vishwadeepti Missiology Centre, P. B.
No- 1, Kalamba, Kolhapur Dt —416007, Maharashtra
Kudukkachirakunnel Sebastian, Santhome Mission Centre,
Housing Board Colony, Hindupur 515201, Anantapur Dt, A.P.
Kulapurath Jaison, C/o Le Suore MissionariadellaConsolata,
ViaPiero Foscari 52, 00139 Roma, Italy

Maprayil Manu Geor ge, Parrocchia S. Matteo Apostolo, Via
Nascosal1976, 04100 Latina(LT), Italy

Mlavil Akhil, Chaama Bhavan, Thumbur- 680662, Lower
Kodungdlur, Thrissur, Kerda

Mookkenthottthil Sijo, Chaama Bhavan, Thumbur- 680662,
Lower Kodungallur, Thrissur, Kerala

M uttathupadam Geor ge, Anugraha, Vera, Bhudhaweadi, Bharene,
Khed PO., Ratnagiri Dt - 415 709, Maharashtra

Pathalil Thomas, Santhome Mission Centre, Housing Board
Colony, Hindupur -515201, Anantapur Dt, Andhra Pradesh
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Pendanath Shinto, St Thomas School, Ganesh Nagar, Nagda
Road, Khachrod - 456 224, Ujjain Dt., M.P.

Thaikkoottathil Thomas, (St Joseph’s Church), Door No. 6/128,
IndiraStreet, Vanjuvancheri - 601301, Kancheepuram Dt., T.N.

Thekkemyladil Augustine, NirmalaBhavan, Vilawade- 415643,
Watul, LanjaTk, Ratnagiri Dt., Maharashtra

Thottumarickal Francis, Shanti Nivas, Khutalwadi, SupatraPO.,
Kolhapur Dt. 416 213, Maharashtra

Thuppalanjiyil Geor ge, Vishwadeepti Missiology Centre, P. B.
No- 1, Kalamba, Kolhapur Dt —416007, Maharashtra

Vadakechirayath Joseph, Vadakechirayath House, Plassana PO.
686579, Paa, Kottayam (Dt.), Kerala

Vettukallel George, Alphonsa School, Karanjoshi, Shahuwadi
P.O., Kolhapur Dt - 416215, Maharashtra

B. PhoneNumbers

Elavumkal Mathew: 9866387108
Manjalankal Thomas: 6363466571
PuthiakulangaraHans: 0044 7428658756
Vadakechirayath Joseph: 9447140898
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V. Newsfrom Seminaries
A. Deepti College, Melampara
1. Annual Retr eat

Amidst Covid-19 pandemic, annual retreat for seminarianswas
conducted from 6-10 October at Deepti by Rev. Fr Scaria

Thamarakattu and histeam. Rev. Sisters TessaM SM I and Jerrin
MSMI assisted him. Theretreat provided the seminarians better
clarity and conviction about their vocation to priesthood. The
counselling given by the sisters were very beneficial for the
seminarians.

2. Intensive English classes

A week long Intensive English classeswere givento seminariansby
Rev. Fr Johny Kariathil and Mr Joemon Chemmarappally from 12
to 17 October. The students very much appreciated and profited
from them. Thanksdear professors.

3. Rosary Devotion

Ten daysof specia Rosary devotionwasorganized in themonth of
October. It was solemnly concluded by acandlelight processionon
31 October. The candle procession started from the public chapel
and concluded at the grotto near the seminary chapel . Fathersfrom
the Generalated so participated init with great enthusiasm.

4. Mission Sunday Celebration
Mission Sunday 2020 was celebrated at Deepti on 25 October. Fr
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Lijo Manikombil wasthe main celebrant for the Holy Qurbana.
During hishomily heshared hisArunacha missionexperiencewhich
wasquitechallenging andinspiring for al of us. ThanksFr Lijo, for
your zealousmissonwork.

The concluding session of the Mission Sunday wasinaugurated by
the Director General, Very Rev. Fr Antony Perumanoor. It was
followed by various entertainment programme, games, auction etc.
Thisyear we could collect asubstantial amount of money to help
theneedy. Thanksto all the generous peoplewho contributed toit.

5. Birthday Celebration of the Director General

Very Rev. Fr Antony Perumanoor, Director General of MST
celebrated his birthday on 31 October. There was solemn Holy
Qurbanainthemorning. During hishomily hementioned that vocation
to priesthoodislikeapreciouspearl hiddeninthefield and only
peoplewho are serious about it areready to forgo everything and
get this precious pearl at any cost. To mark the occasion the
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seminariansmadeashort film“Mezhukuthiri nalangd.” It described
\""\?‘f the relevance and

- | chdlengesof priesthoodin
today’scontext. Besdesa
N J felicitation song written
[ | and sungby themthey dso
I performed cinematic
dance too. Fathers from

Aaraam and Generalatejoined the party.
6. Monthly Recollections

Very Rev. Fr Manoj Vareeckal, Vicar General of Ujjain Diocese
preached themonthly recollection for theseminarianson 4 November
2020. He preached onthetheme*to bewith Christ.” Hedso shared
his mission experienceinUjjain. Brothers were taken up by his
messages and experience sharing.

Fr Joseph Cheriampanatt preached the monthly recollectionon 2
December 2020. He emphasi zed the necessity of learning Bible
versesand reciting prayersusing the Bible verses. Hismessageson
missionary priesthood was quite edifying and enriching. His
experiencesin Odishamission and especially hiscontact with the
victimsof ‘Khandama’ werevery poignant andinspiring. Brothers
expressed willingnessto go thereasmissionariesnow itself.

7. ChristmasExamsand Vacation

Seminarianshaveavery hectic schedulewith examsand Christmas
preparations. They started their examson 10 December and will
wind up by 21 December. There will be alow key Christmas
celebration for brothers as they go home for holidays on 21
December evening. After thevacation they will beback by 8 January
2021.

Wishyou dl avery blessed Christmasand aprosperous New Year
2021!

(Reported by Rev. Fr George Kuppayil, Rector, Deepti College)
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B. SanthomeMinor Seminary, Thamarassery

By thegrace of God the Santhome Community iskeeping fineand
al itsmembersaredoing well withthe protecting hand of God. The
neighbours say that the Vrundhavan Residency (where Santhome
Seminary issituated d ong with some 25 families) isnot affected by
the covid-19 pandemic only because of the prayersfrom Santhome
Seminary! Itisafact that whenal our neighbouring villageswere
attacked by the Covid-19 and declared Containment Zone, the
Vrundhavan Residency was spared by the protecting hand of our
Lord Jesus! Hereby | try to narrate the main eventsthat took place
in Santhome Seminary inthelast threemonths:

1. Monthly Recollections

Monthly recollectionwasregular onthefirst Sunday of every month.
Fr Georgy Kattoor MCBS, Fr Paul Kunjanayil MCBS and Fr
Priyesh Thedadiyil preached themonthly recollectionsinthemonths
of October, November and December respectively.

2. Semester Examinations

The semester examinationswere conducted from 3-16 October.
Wefollowed the question-patterns of the Board Examinationsfor
the Plus One and Plus Two brothers so that they may get used to
them.

3. Sports Days

Immediately after the semester examinations, we organised the
sports’ days for a
couple of days from
17 to 18 October. It
ispart of theMission
el Sunday competitions
which we started on
the feast of St John
MariaVianney inthe
month of August. Theliterary competitionshad aready beenfinished
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before the examinations. A day of completerest wasgivenon 19
October after the sports days before beginning the Sevana Dinam.

4. Sevana Dlnam

Formation meansanintegral formation and
® Brothersareto beequippedinevery field.
Two days of work were organized for all
from 20— 21 October. We prepared the
B > = somelandfor thevegetablecultivation.

5. Award Night

Just beforethe beginning the new semester, thechampionsof literary
and sports competitionswere awarded their giftson the col ourful
night of 21 October. Fr
Rony Alencherry wasthe
chief guest who after his
beautiful message gave
away theprizesof literary
and sports champions, and
thentheoverdl champion of
thefour groups. Fr Rector
_ inhiswordsof gppreciation
Iauded the hard work of Fr Abin Kochupurackal andthejury.

6. New Semester — New Official Duties

Whileannouncing thenew Officid dutieson 22 October, the Rector
sincerely thanked the outgoing office bearersfor their hard work
and wished all the best for the new ones! The second semester
started on 23 October and dl brothersgot their new official duties.

7.Holy Qurbanain English and Hindi

With beginning of the new Semester, we a so started to cel ebrate
the Holy Qurbanain English and Hindi languages—two dayseach
for each languagein aweek!

8. ‘SanthomeKoinonia’ —Community Gathering
Santhome seminary had acommunity meeting, the second of this
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kind, on 29 October whereall brothers and fathers cametogether
tosharetheir experiencein living together. Brothershad afirst-hand
sharing and expression of their viewsfor the better functioning of
theseminary and the staff took the proper decisionson the spot. All
their concernsand querieswere given explanationsand answers.
So brothersagppreciated suchacommunity getheringinthebeginning
of each Semester!

9. Rosary Devotion

pm—

‘Ten Days Specid Devotion’ to
Mother Mary washeldfrom 22
— 31 October. Each batch was
given three days each to
conduct theRosary. TheRosary
devotionwasconcludedwithan
“Akhanda Japamaala’ on the

last day.

10. Akhanda Japamala

In order to celebrate the Conclusion of the 10 days devotion to
Mother Mary, weorganized a24 hoursof Non-stop Rosary, starting
at 6.00 pm on 30 October with the Eucharistic procession fromthe
main chapel tothesmall chape till 6.00 pm on 31 October followed
by abig candle processionto our basketball court. Rev. Fr James
Kappilumakkal, Director, Mathruvedi and Kudumbakoottayma,
Dioceseof Thamarassery wasthe main cel ebrant for theprocession,
who delivered avery beautiful message on Mother Mary.

11. Feast and Birthday Celebrations
Fr Abin Kochupurackal celebrated his [ —#F_ <
feast on 05 November and Fr Emmanuel : '
Mattam celebrated his Birthday on 06
November. Both celebrations were
celebratedinavery beautifully decorated

refectory with some programme and
dinner!

MST OXurid > cirisTMAS 2020



12. Founder’sDay Celebrated

Theseminary commemorated the desth of our Founder Bishop Mar
Sebastian Vayalil on 21 November with asolemn Holy Qurbanaby
Fr Joby K ozhippatt with an enriching homily onthelifeand aspirations
of thefounder. We paid our homageinfront of hispictureand said
‘Officeof theDead.’

13. OneAct Play Competitions

For the first time in Santhome, we conducted one act play
» COMpetitions on 22
| November. Itistomark the
founder’sday. All theThree
Batches took the
competitionsvery serioudy
and prepared them very
well. The efficient three
Judgesfromthe Sanathana
Major Seminary (MCBYS)
and asister from Adoration Provincial House judged the one act
playstofind out the Winners! “ Oru Nallidayan” by thethird years
won the first prize followed by the “Sankada Raathriyile
Deepakaazhchal” by the first years and “Aa Manushyan Nee
Thanne” by the second years respectively. The theme of all the
three one act playswasbased onthe Bible.

14.Visit of Mar Inchananiyil

Our Bishop - Mar Remigiose Inchananiyil celebrated the Holy
Qurbana on 23 November. Actually he had agreed to come to
celebrateit onthe Founder’s Day. He spoke very well of Bishop
Mar Sebastian Vayadlil, our Founder. After the breakfast, he posed
for aphoto session with the staff and brothers!

15. Declamationsof First Year Brothers

Thedelivery of the declamations of thefirst years started on 25
November, two each aday after the Supper inthe car porch! They
performedit extremely well with actiond! It got over on 8 December.
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Thebest threewere awarded!

16. ChristmasFriend

Itisfitting to start the 25 days of lent withaChristmasfriend! Each
one got a Christmas friend by lot on the previous evening and
everybody will reved hisChristmasfriend only after the Christmas
holidays, on 06 January withasmall gift whichthey will buy during
theholidays.

17. ChristmasStarsAnd Cribs

The brothers made two
gigantic Christmasstarson
30 November with drawings
of criband starsonit; oneis
placed closeto the Vezhupur
Bus Stand and the other in
theseminary! Chrigmascrib

iSgetting ready!

—

18.Visit of Mar Panengadan

Bishop Mar Prince Panengadan, Bishop of Adilabad visited our
Seminary on 01 December and took lunchwithus. Hedelivereda
beautiful and ingpiring message on our vocation to preach the Good
Newsto thewholeworld!

19. BibleVer seWriting Competition

Competition on writing the Bible verseswith quotationswasheld
on 13 December in the morning. All brotherswrote many Bible
versesand some of themin hundreds!

20. ChristmasCelebrationsand Vacation

The Christmas cel ebrationin the seminary washeld inthe evening
of 18 December and the brotherswent homefor Christmasholidays
next day. All arrangements were made to send them by Tempo
Travellers and cars. Nobody was permitted to go by the public
transport! Their parentsalso agree to send them back by Tempo
Travellersand cars. The Seminary will reopen on 5 January 2021.
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21. Seminar on ‘Fratdlli Tutti’

«}\1‘
SESFRATELLT
§ T g

Thethird year brothersconducted aseminar onthenewly published
encyclical of PopeFrancis— Fratdli Tutti. Theseminar started with
aprayer song and one of them anchored the programme and another
onedecorated thechair of moderator, yet another onemadeacritical
evaluation of the encyclical and the programme. Eight brothers
presented each chapter of thecncyclica. They beautifully decorated
thestage!

22. Experience Sharing by Missionaries

Two of our missonariesvisited usand ce ebrated theHoly Qurbana
with usand enriched uswith their convincing message and zeal for
themission. Fr Sojan Unnieppillil and Fr Joseph Cheriampanatt
boosted up our brotherswith their sharing of experiences.

21.Visitor sto Santhome Seminary

BishpMar Remigiose, Bp Mar PrinceAntony, Fr FrancisKureeckd,
Fr ThomasKaramel, Fr Joy Kunnel, Fr Justin Vettukallel, Fr Joby
Maprakavil, Fr Manu Kochumala, Fr Manu Maprayil, Fr Rony
Alencherry, Fr Monse Karuvakkunnel, Fr James K urukilamkatt,
Fr Georgy Kattooor MCBS, Fr Joison Puthukkatt, Fr Joby
Edamanassery, Sr Tinsa SABS, Fr Paul Kunjanayil, Fr Benny
Kannanthadam, Fr Mathew Elavumkal, Fr Sojan Unnieppillil, Fr
Joseph Cheriampanatt, 4 M ST Associates, Fr Priyesh Thevadiyil
and Fr Jacob K appilumakkal.

(Reported by Rev. Fr Joseph Pulavelil, Rector, Santhome
Seminary, Thamarassery)
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C. Jeevan Jyati, Srirangapatna
1. Beginning of |l Semester

Though coronahad made some setbacksin the normal start of the
first semester, we took it as a challenge and made the semester
fruitful. Classes, assgnmentsreviewsetc., were helping thestudents
tolearn and do thethingswell. Making class notesfor thelessons
also enhanced the approach of learning and memorizinginthel
semedter. However, after completing thesemester examsthebrothers
had asmooth passing over tothell Semester on 15 October 2020.

2. Visit of Formation Secretary

Perhaps one of the most unlque days for Jeevan Jyotl Was on

25 October when Rev. Fr Francis Kureeckal (Our Vice Director
cum Formation Secretary), paid avisit to Jeevan Jyoti community.
He celebrated the Holy Massin the morning and in the homily, he
powerfully brought out the qualitiesrequired for seminariansand
theneed of undergoing anintegra (human, spiritud, intellectua and
missionary) formation. He had a so reminded ustheimportanceto
act according tothepromptingsof theHoly Spirit. After thebreskfadt,
hehad timeto listento each brother personaly and had met the staff
membersal so.

3. Visit to Mysorefor Dussehra Festival

Dussehramarksthevictory of good over evil. Thisyear’sDussehra
celebration was, to acertain extend affected by covid-19. Still, the
local peopleceebrated it withimmensejoy, enthusiasm, pomp and
show. The brotherson 27 evening made aflying visit to Mysore
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Towninorder towatch the Dussehraillumination. Whilevisting, as
aprecaution, noneof usgot out of thevehicles, but remaininginside
wemadearound of thetown passing through dl theilluminated and
decorated streets. In fact, the illuminated Mysore Palace,
thoroughfare and mgjor streetspresented anew hueto lureall of us.

4. Community Day Celebration
Two times postponed community day wasfinaly celebrated on 28

October. Rev. Fathersand Brotherstried their level best to make
this day a memorable one. As a whole, it was a meaningful
celebration, since it helped all of us to cultivate the aspect of
‘community’ livingand ‘we’ feelings. The community day was
concluded with campfireand agape intheevening.

5. Conclusion of theRosary Month

Conclusion of theRosary Monthwasmarked by two specid events:
1) Wevisted Ganjam Immeaculate Conception Church on 290ctober.
We prayed in the parish church, and all of ustogether recited the
Rosary. ii) Intheevening of 31 October, we had asolemn candle
procession, reciting the Holy Rosary. Rev. Fr ThomasManjaankal
gave a beautiful message on Bl. Virgin Mary. After the candle
procession thetraditional * pachore’ wasblessed and was served to
everybody. In a special way, all the 10 days of Rosary we had
prayed for suffering world dueto covid-19.
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6. Mission Sunday Celebrations

Due to some technical reasons we had postponed the Mission
Sunday celebrations from 18 October to the first Sunday of
November 2020. Rev. Fr Martin Kandamparambil celebrated the
Holy Mass and he shared with us hismission experiencesin the
SikkaripuraMission Station. Hissharing wasvery much inspiring
and enriching. And as part of mission fund raising, brothers had
arranged different gamesand auctions. Rev. Fathersand Sisters
from JeevodayaMission Station, Arakere, also participated inthe
Mission Sunday celebrations.

7.Vidgit of Vicar General and Procurator of Ujjain Diocese

On 10 November, Jeevan Jyoti Community extended a warm
welcome Very. Rev, Fr Manoj Vareecka (theVicar Genera of the
Diocese of Ujjain), along with Rev. Fr Jacob Nirappel (the
Procurator), Rev. Fr Chamakkalayil (Director Budhia Mission
Station) and Rev Fr. Siju Kalappuracka. They came hereat Jeevan
Jyoti ontheir way back to Ujjain, after visting Kerala. Inthemorning,
they celebrated theHoly Massfor us. During the homily, Rev. Fr
Manoj Vareeckal insisted the need for learning theword of God
anditsimportanceinour livesaspriests.

8. Visit of Director General and Treasurer General

The second week of November was marked by the visit of Our
Director General, Very Rev. Fr Antony Perumanoor and Our
Treasurer Generdl, Rev. Fr Joy Kunnel. Indeed, it wasajoyful and
privileged moment for Jeevan Jyoti, when Director General along
with the Treasurer General visited uson 14 November. A warm
welcome was accorded to both of them. Very Rev. Fr General
offered the holy massfor us. After the breakfast, both Director
Generd and Procurator together met the brothersand had afriendly
chit chat with brothers and motivated them to be more dedicated
and committed during thelr stay at Jeevan Jyoti. TheDirector Generd
urged the brothersto strivefor excellencein al what they do. He
appreciated and complimented the efforts of the staff and students
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for what Jeevan Jyoti istoday and for maintaining good standards
not only in academics but also in extracurricular activities. The
Treasurer Genera specially appreciated thecleanlinessand neatness
of the seminary. After the meetings, at noon we had an agape in
their honour.

(Reported by Rev. Fr Roy Pullattu, Rector, Jeevan Jyoti,
Mandya)
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D. Ruhalaya, Ujjain
1. Mission Sunday Celebration

In the context of
.. Pandemic Covid-19,
. unlike the previous
3  yeas Ruhdayahadthe
@) mission  Sunday
celebration separately
in the theol ogate and
philosophate campus.

] S— Eventhoughit wasnot
cel ebrated very sol emnly, commltteeswereset gpart to conduct the
auctions, food melaand other fund raising activitiesfor themission.

On 18 October, Philosphate had themission
Sunday Eucharigtic cel ébrationanimated by
Rev. Fr Antony Pulickamandapam and the
Mission Melawas conducted only for the
philosphate community on 25 October. On
25 October, Theologate had the mission
Sunday celebration with the solemn #
Eucharistic celebration and mission §#
experience shared by Rev. Fr Antony
Pulickamandapam, the Director of Pushpa
Mission Hospital, Ujjain and the Mission
Melainan ordinary manner.

2. Conclusion of Solemn Rosary Devotion

We exhibited our total
devotionto Mother Mary and
Rosary by conducting ten days
e of specid rosary devotionfrom
¥ 21 to-31 October both in
§ Philosophate and Theologate.
+ Wehadthesolemnconclusion
of therosary devotl onwi th rosary procession around the campus
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and the concluding ceremony infront of the Marian grotto which
wasdecorated beatifully. Inthe philosphate, the concluding message
wasgiven by Rev. Fr Jose Valiamangaam. It wasconcluded inthe
theologate with a mind blowing message by Bro. Frank
Kannanaikkal.

3. Home Day Competitions— Talaash 2020
il Ruhalayatheol ogate organized

E*—ﬂ thehome day competitionsin
thelast two weeks of October.
Talaash 2020 wasinaugurated
by Rev. Fr Manish Kongad of
the Jagadal pur diocese on 14
| _ - . October and was closed on 1
November For the home day competitions (literary and sports),
the whole community was divided into three groups unlike the
previous years of two groups .,
which paved a way for more @
enthusiasm and energy to actively &8
paticipateinthecompetitions. |

A specia day wasdevoted asArts u&\ﬁi
Day on 22 October in connection [
withthehomeday competition.On Ee
17 and 18 November, the sportsday was conducted Thewi nners
were awarded the prizeson 23 November.

4. Deacon’s Comprehensive Examsand Send off
Themonthsof October and November werehectic for the Deacons
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withthesubmission of thesis (30 October), thethree comprehensive
examsof moral theology and confession, comprehensive written
and oral respectively
(11, 18 and 26
November). On 26
November, thewhole
Ruhalaya Major
Seminary community
joinedinthetheology
campustobidfarewdl
} toour Rev. Deacons.
The Deacons said
good byeto Ruhalayaon 30 November and left for Keralainview
of theirimmediate preparation for the priestly ordinationin December.

5. Silver Jubilee of the Rector and Vice Rector

Ruhalaya was very happy to dedicate a special day, on 29
November, for the sacerdota silver jubileecelebration of Very Rev.
Fr Chandy Kalathoor, the Rector and Rev. Fr George Mampillil,
theVice Rector of Ruha aya Philosophate. We started the day with
solemnthanksgiving Holy Qurbanaby the Silver Jubilariansat the
Ruha ayaPhilosophate. They belong to thethird batch of Ruhaaya

from 1988-91. Wemissed thisyear the silver jubilee cel ebration of
thethird batchin Ruhalayadueto the covid context. However, we
were happy to have Rev. Frs George Vadakel and Tom Malieckal
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of the Ujjain diocese, the batch mates of Very Rev. Fr Chandy
Kaathoor and Fr George Mampillil to thank God theAlmighty who
has showered immense blessings upon them intheir 25 years of
priestly life. Fr Geroge Vadake wasthemain celebrant of theHoly
Qurbana. Fr TomMdiacka delivered theingpiring homily recaling
thedaysof Ruhaayalifeand experiences.

Intheevening, we had aRuhaI ayafaml lyj j ub| leecelebrationfor Fr

B Ml s b am

Rector and FrViceRector. Thiswasan extraordinary evening with
aglimpseof thanksgiving and hgppinessintheanndsof theRuhdaya
This felicitation programme was specialy set apart to honor,
acknowledge, and appreciate them for the manifold blessingsthat
the Ruhalayafamily hasreceived through their life. Very Rev. Fr
Chandy Kalathoor, the Rector, Rev Fr George Mampillil, theVice
Rector have spent more years of their priestly life as good and
effectiveformators. Fr Chandy hasbeeninthefield of formationfor
15 yearswhile Fr George has been rendering 13 yearsof lifeas
formator. Therefore, thewhole Ruhaayafamily gathered tofdicitate
thejubilarians.

HisExcdlency Mar Sebastian Vadakel wasthe Chief Guest of the
felicitation programme. Rev. Fr Vincent Kaddikattil puthenpura, the

MSTOXorid > GHRISTMAS 2020




Regiond Director of St Paul’sRegion, Ujjain, Bishop EmeritusMar
Jose Mukala, Rev. Sr Agnet, the SABS provincial of Jyothirmayi
Province, Ujjain and Rev. Sr Deepa, the DST Provincial of St
ThomasProvince, Ujjain were a so present for thefunction. Many
fathersand s stersfrom the neighbouring communitieswere present
inthefdicitation gathering. Two hoursof variety culturd programmes
enhanced more colour and beauty to the day. We extend hearty
congratul ationsto Rev. Fr Manoj Parackal, the Vice Rector and
Culturd in-chargefor organizing suchamarvellousprogrammeand
making the day ever memorable.

6. NOdl Vibes 2020

Ruhavibes, theofficia You Tubechannel of Ruhaaya, conductsan
OnlineCaral Singing Competitionto mark thefirst anniversary of its
inception. From its very commencement (27 November 2019),
Ruhavibesisever activein the presentation of different programmes
and we look forward to more creative and air more fruitful
programmesinthefuture.

7. Intensive Basketball and Volleyball Coaching

Both Philosophate and Theol ogate organi zed intens ve coaching for
basketball and volleyball which lasted for two weeks. The
Philosophate had the coaching from 5-17 October whiletheol ogate
did it from 1-12
December. Brothers
-4 profited alot from this
and we have already
conducted somefriendly
matches and look
forwardto thesame.

Ingenerd, the past three months have been atime of God’s specia
blessingsand protection upon Ruhaayacommunity. Thanksbeto
God.

(Reported by Rev. Fr Manoj Parackal, Vice Rector — Theology
Section, Ruhalaya, Ujjain)
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V1. Newsfrom Missions
A. S Paul Region, Ujjain
1. New Convent in Indore

__ ~ AllfathersfromtheRegional
' b === House participated in the
.;J;,i blessing of the new Sacred
% 7 Heart Conventin Indoreon 1
November. Rt. Rev. Chacko
i ; Thottumarickal, the Bishop of

I ndore bl essed the house The houselsteken onrent and the Sacred
Heart Sstersfrom Ujjain Province have started staying there. They

will helpthe socia work ministry started by the M ST fathersand
will assst thepastora ministry aso.

2. Registration of Land at Bhopal

After along wait and much scrutiny about 2.81 acresof land was
registeredin Bhopal on 6 November,
for thedifferent ministriesby theM ST
fathers. Rev. Fr Vincent and Rev. Fr
George Pottananickal signed the
deed, on behalf of Nirmal Jyoti
registered society

3. Regional Gathering-Online

A zoom meeting was conducted for the membersassigned to St
Paul Region on 9 November. Over
100 memberstook partinthemeeting
from all around the world. Rev. Fr
Vincent Kadalikkattil welcomed all
and Very Rev. Fr Antony
Perumannoor gave a message of
blessing towards the end of the
meeting and sharing. Few fathers
were asked to speak about the
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ministry they areinvolvedin and sharehopesfor their futureministry.
Sometimewas|eft for common sharing. Many appreciated this
venture and suggested to have such sharing occasionally. Rev. Fr
Abhilash Pattasseriyil anchored thewhole session very well.

4. Recollection and Jubilee Celebration

Theusua monthly recollection was conducted in the afternoon on
18 November. The Reverend
FathersK alathoor Chandy, George
Mampillil, George Vadake (Ujjain
. diocese) and TomMalieka (Ujjain
. diocese) who celebrate the silver
* jubileeof their priestly ordination,
wereinvited for the solemn supper
and they were felicitated by the
Regiond Director.

5. Meeting of Junior Priests

A meeting of thejunior Priestsof the Regionworkinginand around
Ujjainwasarranged on Monday -
evening, 30 November. It was
intended to beabrain storming
session to know about the hopes,
plansandinitiativesof theyoung |
vibrant priestly talents. The
Regiond Director presided over
the meeting and he was much
pleased about the output of the meeting.

6. Visit of the Director General

TheDirector Generd, Very Rev. Fr Antony Perumanoor visited the
missionaries and the centres of St Paul Region in the month of
December. He also preached monthly recollection for the M STs
gathered in the Regiona House on 16 December 2020.

(Reported by Fr Vincent Kadalikkattilputhenpura, Regional
Director, & Paul Region)
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B. S ThomasRegion

St Thomas Region, Mandya, iscommitted to the sharing of the
compassionatelove of Jesus Christ with the people entrusted toits
care. Dueto covid 19 situation, some of the missionary apostol ates
arenot taking placein the usual manner. All themissionariesare
serioudy preparing to celebratethe birth of Jesusinthemost befitting
manner. Someof the specia eventswhich took placeintherecent
past arethefollowing.

1. New Mission Centrein Hindupur

22 November 2020 is avery important day in the history of St
ThomasRegion. Wecould blessand inaugurateanew misson centre
inarented housea Hinudpur inAnathapur district inAndhraPradesh
inthepresenceof afew missonariesandfaithful of the Syro-Maabar
Church settled at Hindupur. Hindupur isamunicipality with a

population of around 3 lakhsof people. Hindupur isanindustrial
area. Priestsbelonging to Society of Jesus have been engaged in
missionary apostoatein Hindupur for thelast 36 years. They have
organised a parish there. Around 15 Syro-Malabar families are
resdinginHindupur. Rev. Frs Sebin Kudakkachirakunnd and Toms
Pathalil arethe pioneer missionariesat Hindupur mission centre.
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We congratul ate FrsVedikunnel, Sebin and Tomsfor finding out a
suitable placefor beginning anew misson centrein AndhraPradesh.
Prayerful best wishesto the pioneer missionariesof theM ST at
Hindupur.

2. Jubileeof Priestly Ordinations

Silver jubileeof priestly ordination of our beloved Rev. FrsFrancis
Kureeckal, Sojan Aikkarakunnel and Benny Kannamthadam and
ruby jubilee of our Rev. Fr Sebastian Koottumkal were solemnly
celebrated on 26
November 2020 in

» __ _ | the presence of many
% g - ‘f o - % =l MST priestsworking
t« 2 7 0.4 in Mandya region.
=:. “ %‘, ( ““ I AfterthesolennHoly

J ﬁ ; 4 o N l'ﬁ'ﬁlﬁ r
‘, E ‘ g § ?_urbozﬁna, e\;vte h;ﬂ a
- _y friendly get together
Tt o L e to congratul ate, thank
and wish our jubilarians. We gppreciated and thanked them for their
significant contributionsfor the development of Mandyamissionin
different capacities. Frs Francis and Sojan have been making
landmark contributionsin the service of differently abled. They
pioneered and continue the compassi onate mission of serving the
mentally challenged. Mandyamissionisat the heart of Rev. Frs
Sebadtian, Francisand Sojan. Rev. Fr Benny Kannamthadam stayed
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at Santhome Regional house and attended Italian language course
at Santhomelnspire.

3. IchodaMission in Adilabad

SABS sistersfrom Thamarassery province
have been collaborating with the MSTs at
Ichoda mission in Adilabad from its very
beginning. Two ssterswho havebeen serving
at Ichodaaretransferred and now thereisa
new community withthreessters.

4. Qur Visitors

Wewere blessed by the cordia visitsof our Director Generd, Very
Rev. Fr Antony Perumanoor and our Treasurer General Rev. Fr Joy
Kunndl. They found out timetovisit al of usinour mission centres
and encouraged and appreciated our missionary gpostolates. Thanks
toour superiors. Provincia superiorsof Snehagiri Sistersof Ma abar
provinceand SABSProvincidsof Thamarassery and Manathavady
provincesvisited Mandyamission. We appreciate and thank them
for their missionary collaboration and support.

(Reported by Rev. Fr Joseph Thekkekarott, Regional Director,
S Thomas Region)
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C. S AlphonsaRegion
1. Annual Retreat for missionaries

r”‘@‘l' *'Q.Qa)l!

' II"{

The annual retreat for fathers and sisters was conducted at
Vishwadeepti under the guidance of Rev. Fr Francis Chakkungal
of Jagada pur diocese astheretreat preacher. Rev. Fathersattended

theretreat from 10to 14 November and Rev. Sistersfrom 16to 20
November. Inspite of the pandemic, the missionary personnel
gathered together to bewith the Lord.

2. Visit of theDirector General

Very Rev. Fr Antony Perumanoor aong with Rev. Fr Joy Kunnel
madeavigttodl thegationsinthemisson. Sangli misson gresatly
appreciates hislove and concern shown towards us amidst this
pandemic, visiting each and every personindividualy.
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3. Blessing of Santhome Mission Station, Tasgaon

Sangli Missonisextremey happy to beginyet another missongation
in this pandemic
situation. The new
missongationisnamed
after our patron, St
. Thomas. Santhome
B Mmission station is
marked onthemap in
theareaof Tasgeoncity.
We have purchased
about 6 acres of land
here. Thelandliesnear
the Tasgaon — Jath road. At present we have begun the residence of
thepriest —in chargeinarented house. Fr Karakkattu Antony MST
isappointed asthe priest in charge. Rev Fathersand sistersfrom
the nearby community gathered for the blessing. Thanksto Rev Fr
Njdliyil MST and the Councilorsfor ther initiativein beginning this
station and Rev Fr Binoy Vechoopadinjarethil M ST for histireless
effort and hard work in making thisdream aredlity.

(Reported by Fr Arun Karakkattu, & Alphonsa Region)
4. Mar Thoma Catholic Personal Parish, Kalyan
a. Diocesan Bible Quiz

For thefirst timeinthe history of Kalyan diocese Bible quiz was
conducted in Marathi language too.18 of our familiestook part in
the quiz, which was conducted on 18 October. It wasachancefor
our peopletolearn Bibleandjoinfor adiocesanlevel competition.

b. Google M eet Holy Qurbana

In the month of November we started Sunday Mass on Google
Meet. Readingsand prayersof thefaithful weredistributed among
the people and they wereinformed in advance. Peoplewere asked
to participatein the Massasthey used to beinthechurch. It wasa
matter of great joy to seethe piety of the newly baptised. They
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wereall well dressed and had prepared asmall tableto keep the
Crossand candle.

c. Team Prayer

On November 9, we had our google meet team prayer. We priests
and sstersprayed for each member of our persona parish and then
discussed about the present situation. We coul d see that most of
our people started to go for work.

d. Google Meet Rosary

We decided to continue our Google meet rosary. Now we have
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Our youth takeinitiativeto
arrangetheprayers. We priestsand sisterstoo join the Google M eet
Rosary.

e. Spiritual Crib

Asapreparation for Christmas, our peopleare preparing spiritual
cribby way of daly piousactivities. Everyday peopleareinformed
about the piousactivity of theday.

f. Church Reopened for Holy Qurbana

On 13 December, we had thefirst Massafter thelockdown. It was
amoment of great joy to have the people together for the Holy
Qurbana. About 80% of peoplewere present for the Massinthe
Kayan Cathedral Churchfor our Marathi Mass.

(Reported by Fr Paul Painadath, Mumbai)
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D. MOQMD, Delhi
1. Deepti Ashram, Najafgar h
a. Farewell and Welcome

Rev.Fr AntuAlummoottil wasgiven an affectionatefarewell from
Deepti Ashram on 8th of October. Sincere thanksto Fr Antu for
your dedicated serviceto Deepti Ashram and the Ngjafgarh Parish.
Best wishesfor your new ministry a Dehlon, Ludhiana.

Fr Joseph Karodan took charge asthe director of Deepti Ashram
and parish priest of Sacred Heart Church Najafgarh. Our Regent
Bro. Jithin Vazheparampil reached Deepti on 22 October. Warm
welcometo Bro. Jithin.

b. Rosary and | mmaculate Conception

Following thepracticeof our faith, weobserved themonth of October
as the month of Holy Rosary by reciting it devotionally and
concluding with acandle procession. On December 8, we cel ebrated
thefeast of Immacul ate Conception.

c. Diwali and Children’sDay

On 14 November, with our boysand girlsinthe hostel we cel ebrated
Diwali and Children’sDay in an eco-friendly way, respecting the
nature. Instead of bursting crackers, we lighted diyas, decorated
our houseand surroundings.

d. Competitionsand Crib

In connectionwith Christmas, various
competitions are conducted for our
studentsinthe hostels. The planning
and primary arrangementsfor thecrib
aregoingon.

e ur! ting
The children were thrilled when we

could singled out a proper place, a =
placeexclusively for us, for our outing

—
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during thispandemic. It wasthefirst timein last ninemonths, the
boyswent out of our gate asagroup.

f. Parish and Pandemic

Theregular functioning of our parish wasaffected, in thebeginning
of November, dueto the spread of coronavirus. The church and
premisesfal inred zone and are under policesurvelllance.

During advent we havethree Holy Massesin our Ashram observing
al thecovid-protocol. Hopeand pray that the Christmas Celebration
beintheparish church.

g. Thanksand Appreciation

Sincerethanksto Rev. Fr Santhosh and all fathersand well-wishers
for their friendly vidits, valuable advice, deliciousfood and other
useful itemsthey bring for our childrenin Deepti Ashram. Prayers
and thanks.

(Reported by Rev. Fr Joseph Karodan, Deepti Ashram, Najafgarh)
2. Deepti Foundation
a. Reopening of Gyansarovar Project

On 2 November 2020 Deepti Foundation restarted the programs
) whichwere paused dueto
~ "4 thepandemic. Itwasdone

- ## as per the demand of the
@ community and of the
¥ children. By thespanof 10
months people and
communitieshad acquired
the enough knowledge
about Covid-109.
Gyansarovar has been
continuoudly creating the
awareness among the people on the guidelinesand advisoriesfrom
local authorities, stateauthoritiesand central authorities. Non-forma
centreswere opened to support the school going children and non-

T
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formal children. Itisdoneasper theguiddinesof theauthoritiesand
following social distancing. At centers, face masksaredistributed
andtimely sanitizationisdone. Communitiesand parentsare properly
guided and supported in thistime of chaosand confusion.

b. Cake Making

Every vyear Deepti
Foundation makesRakhis
to support the income
generation programsand
| vocational trainings. But
f due to the pandemic
§ situation we couldn’t
" MakeRakhisthisyear.As
| the result to support the
- . cause, we planned to
makeChrlsImascd<eth|syear Tota 700kilosof different itemsof
dry fruitswere purchased. On 16 November dry fruitswere made
ready to mix with cakeingredientsand kept in mixturedrums. On7
December, 2020 we baked first slot of cakes of 1700 kilos. We
intendto providequdity cakesof 2000kilosinlocd areas. Remaning
itemswould be utilized as per the demand during this Christmas
season. Altogether we are planning to make 2500 kil os of cakes
thisyear. Thuswemay be ableto generate someincomefromthis
activity to support the noble cause.

(Reported by Rev. Fr George Kachirayil, Deepti Foundation, Dilshad Garden)

3. Mother Theresa Catholic Mission, Dehlon

a. Monthly Recollection

Monthly recollection of delegation wason 17 Nov 2020. Fathers
from different mission stationsgathered at Dehlon. Rev Fr Joseph
OlICwasthe preacher. We had adoration and confession followed
by thetalk. We a so had asharing section in which we could discuss
about thefutureactivitiesof the delegation.
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b. Diwali Ceebrations

On 14 November we celebrated Diwali, thefestival of lights, with
the people of Punjab. Onthe sameday fell Children’sDay of the
year and St Thomas School-Rurka cel ebrated the children’sday.
We conducted some onlinevideo programmesfor the students.

c. Feast of Thelmmaculate Conception

Feast of the Immacul ate Conception celebrated in Mother Teresa
Catholic mission station on 8 December 2020. Fathersand Sisters
from nearby conventsand fathersfrom different mission stations
were present for thefunction.

(Reported by Fr Boby Kaiyalakakathu, Dehlon, Ludhiana, Punjab)
4. & Thomas School, Bathinda
a. New Catholic Community

It was the dream of M ST working in Punjab to form agroup of
Catholicfaithful fromthevery day of starting themission station.
Today, after yearsof prayer and preparation and the earnest desire
tolearnanew languagelike Punjabi, finaly we areblessed with a
Christian community herein Bathl nda. The blessing ceremony of

: this community
~ was done on 29
November 2020
by HisExcellency
Bishop Mar Jose
Puthenveettil,
Auxiliary Bishopof
Faridabad. Rev. Fr
Cyric and a
number of sisterswere present for the Holy Mass. Wehad 3 adults
and 5 childrenfor therreception of baptism. Andamost 75 Chrigtians
were there for the ceremony. The first Punjabi Syro-Malabar
community in Bathindaislooked after by theM ST Priestsand it will
be known after the name of Blessed Rani Maria.
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b. Faith For mation

Christian community of
Bathinda is given a
strong foundation of
faith from its very
beginning. We have
¥ regular housevisitsand
L prayerservices Weare

1 ?~, s also preparing nearly
il | hIESSS ten more people
including adultsand childrenfor beptlsm Peoplewho arein need of
God experienceisvery well experiencethetrue presence of God
through our missionary activitiesand prayer. Many morearewilling
tocometo Chrigtianfaith.

(Reported by Fr Joice Puliyammakkal, Bathinda, Punjab)
5. Chrigtjyothi CatholicMission, Rohru
a. Unexpected Demise of Gur uji

P Pastor Sebastian Messi, our dear Guruji
was called for eternal reward on 27
November evening in the presence of our
missionariesin Rohru, Himachal Pradesh.

I Guruji was 72 and was suffering from
pulmonary disease. Guruji was a great
missionary to the core with real zeal,
dedication and commitment. He reached
every housewith Word of God, consoling
words, hel ping hands, praying heart, etc. Joined with thejoysand
sorrows of the people. Asaresult he could form many Christian
communities, without aproper infrastructure and worldly wealth.
He preached the Word of God boldly in many villagesand brought
peopleto God.

Hewasagood friend of MST especially of Rev. Fr Siby Nelloor
and Rev. Fr Joseph Karodan from whom he heard about our
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Missionary Society and more about Catholic Church. With an open
heart hewe comed Fr Siby and introduced him to Rohru Community,
avibrant community 117 kmsaway from Shimla. Guruji wasaman
of personal prayer. Heused to lead the community prayers, visit the
familiesof thefaithful and wasaman of smplicity.

Fr Siby took Guruji and agroup of our faithful to Keralain 2018
and visited our Generalate, Mount St. Thomas at K akkanad and
few main churchesin Keraa. Thishel ped him to know more about
Catholic Church. Though he had the Protestant background, hewas
so opento Catholic teachings. He accepted Bl. Virgin Mary and
communion of saints. We thank him for his guidance and
collaboration, and pray for the repose of hissoul.

b. ChristmasPreparation

Chrigiancommunity herein
Rohruiseagerly preparing
for the birth of Jesus-
" Christmas. A number of
| programmes including
| cultural activitiesarebeing
. prepared and practiced by
& the people here. Sincethe
Covidprotocol istill active
we are taking adequate
measures to ensure the safety of the people. We are conducting
prayer servicesother faith formation activitieswith thegovernment
guiddines. Children aregiven practicesfor dance, skit, mimeetcin
view of Christmas. We have also conducted different competitions
for thechildren.

6. Wheat Cultivation at Dhuri and Bhikhi sl
Rev. FrsAby Kolliyil and Cyril Kureekkattu took “"f-‘?’y'

thelr maiden initiativeto dowheat cultivationby & .
themselves this year in the land MST has
purchasedin Dhuri and Bhikhi. They had takendl

b
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theinitigivetolearntheprocessof cultivationwith moderntechniques
in Punjab. It wasafruitful attempt by them.

(Reported by Fr Sanoj Pathrapankal, MQMD, Delhi)

7. Institute of Harmony and Peace Studies, New Delhi
(Personal Initiative)

a. Lecturesat Webinar sand E-Summits

1. Delivered Lecture on ‘Relations with Other Faith-based
Communities’ (Relationswith People of Other Faiths) —during
Webinar on‘ Samvet 2020’ —organized by M ST, Bharananganam,
Kerala—at Bharananganam, Kerala—on 07 October 2020

2. Delivered Lecture on‘ Spiritual Awakening for Combating Air
Pollution’ — during ‘Good Air E-Summit 2020" — organized by
I ntegrated Hedlth and Wellbeing Council, New Delhi —at New Delhi
—10 November 2020

3.Delivered Lectureon ‘ Tolerance and Peaceful Co-existence’ —
during International Webinar on * Tolerance: An Ingredient for
Peaceful Co-existence' —organized by United Religions|nitiative
(URI), Seshadripuram College, Bangalore and Others — at
Seshadripuram College, Bangal ore—04 December 2020

b. Video M essages on Social Media

5. Delivered Video Message on ‘ Vijayaadashmee' (Dussehra)
(https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=iaQmKZwbJZg&t=1s) —on
YouTube Channel, Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp and E-mail —at
IHPS Office, New Delhi —on 25 October 2020

6.Ddlivered ideo Messageon ' Eid-e-Milaad' (Birthday of Prophet
Muhammad) (https.//mww.youtube.com/watch/=D9ueN_s3zgA)
—onYouTube Channdl, Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp and E-mail
—at IHPS Office, New Delhi —on 30 October 2020

7. Delivered Video Messageon * Campaign against Air Pollution’

(https://www.youtube.com/watchv=DnoRIs_8q9E& t=168s) —
YouTube Channel, Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp and E-mail —at
IHPS Office, New Delhi —on 07 November 2020
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8. Delivered Video Message on ‘ Deepaawalee’ (Festival of Lights)
(https:/Aww.youtube.com/watchv=sGcV vMb3xV 4& t=126s) —
YouTube Channel, Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp and E-mail —at
IHPS Office, New Delhi —on 14 November 2020

9. Delivered Video Message on ‘ Saampradaayik Sadbhaav
Saptaah’ (Communa Harmony Week) (https:.//www.youtube.com/
watch?v=KcwhVnpHowU) — YouTube Channel, Facebook,
Twitter, WhatsApp and E-mail —at IHPS Office, New Delhi —on
19 November 2020

10. Ddivered Video Messageon ‘ Guru Naanak Jayantee’ (Birthday
of Guru Naanak Dev) (https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=L-
2K TbBjIWk) —YouTube Channel, Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp
and E-mail —at IHPS Office, New Delhi —on 30 November 2020

11. Delivered Video Message on * Human Rights Day’ (M aanav
Aadhikaar Diwas) (UN) —YouTube Channel, Facebook, Twitter,
WhatsApp and E-mail — at IHPS Office, New Delhi —on 10
December 2020

12. Delivered Video Message on ‘ Alpsankhyak Adhikaar Diwas
(MinoritiesRights Day) —YouTube Channel, Facebook, Twitter,
WhatsApp and E-mail — at IHPS Office, New Delhi — on 18
December 2020

13. Delivered Video Message on ‘ Eesaa Jayantee’ (Christmas) —
YouTube Channel, Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp and E-mail —at
IHPS Office, New Delhi —on 25 December 2020

c. M essages

14. Delivered Message (Condolence Message) on * Shree Radhey
Shiam: Desh aur Samagj kee Behataree ke Liye Pratibaddh’ (Shree
Radhey Shiam: Committed to the Betterment of theNation and the
Society) —during * Online Condolence Mesting’ —organized by Dr
Bhardti, Professor, National Law University, New Delhi —at Faculty
House, Nationa Law University, New Delhi —on 07 October 2020

15. Delivered Message on ‘ Eesaa: |shwar Hamaare Saath Hal’

MST OXurid > cirisTMAS 2020



(Jesus: The God iswith us) —during * Inter-faith Christmas Get-
together’ — at Ram Krishn Mission, New Delhi —on 24 December
2020

d. ArticlestoJournals

16. Authored Articleon* DucinAltum’ —Delvinginto the Deep’
—in*The Secular Citizen’ (Weekly Magazine), Mumbai, VVol. 29,
Issue No. 42, p. 10-11 — on 19-25 October 2020

17. Authored Articleon ‘ DucinAltum’ —Delving into the Deep’
—in*People’'sReporter’ (Fortnightly Magazine), Mumbai, Vol.
33, Issue No. 20, p. 2,5 — on 25 October 2020-10 November
2020

18. Authored Article on ** Aakhir Maryaadaa mein Rahnaa hee
Dharm Hai’ (After all, Abiding by DisciplineisReligion) —in
‘Sandesh’ (Monthly Hindi Magazine), Patna, Vol. 11, Year 71, p.
14-17 —in November 2020

19. Authored Article on* Diversity Coin—A Paradigm of Unity’
—in‘Indian Currents (Weekly Magazine), New Delhi, Vol. XX XII,
Issue No. 45, p. 17-19 — on 02-08 November 2020

20. Authored Articleon ‘ Valuesof Religions—Valuesfor All" —
on'‘ TheFraternity’ Webste (https.//thefraternitymagazi ne.com/2020/
11/05/values-of-religions-values-for-al/) at Kottayam, Kerdla—
on 05 November 2020

21. Authored Articleon * Air Pollution: Towards an Ethical Way
Out’ —in‘Indian Currents (Weekly Magazine), New Delhi, Vol.
XXXII, Issue No. 48, p. 40-42 — on 23-29 November 2020

e. Views, Commentsand I nterviewson M edia

22. Delivered Commentson ‘ Arrest of Fr Stan Swamy’, Socid
Activist—to Real NewsInternational (RNI News Channel), New
Delhi —on 12 October 2020

(Reported by Fr M.D. Thomas, Director, IHPS, Delhi)
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E. Odisha Mission
1. Nirmal Jyoty, Balliguda
a. Trainingfor Catechists

The companions of Eucharist, acharismatic team from Thrichur,
Kerala that conducts
retreats on the Holy
Qurbana, helped usto lead
athreedayslive-intraining
cumretreat for thevillage

<G PRl catechistsat Nirmal Jyoty
Ballguda Bros Sabu Francisand Shaju lead theretreat. All the
seven of our village catechist stayed at Nirmal Jyoty and attended
thetraining programme. Thethree dayswere solely dedicated to
train them to have the experience and knowledge of the Holy
Qurbana, its cel ebration and meaning of the symbolisms,

b. Eveof Prayer and Gathering

Soon after thetraining for the
catechistson Holy Eucharist,
one-day class, sharing and
training were given to our NS
communitiesinthevillages.
Prior tothe prayer gatherings
the brotherstogether with thefathersvisited all the housesin the
villagesand prayed for the peopleand their families. Theevenings
werefilled with the spiritual blessingsthrough prayer and worship.
Villagerseagerly attended the classesand werereally moved by the
presence, sharing and prayersof the brothers.

c. FarmersClub

We have newly launched aprogrammefor thefarmerstitled, ‘ Jyoty
KrishakaBandhu' (JKB), which meansthe Jyoty Friendsof Farmers.
Theprogrammeamsat providing thefarmerswith theinitial aidfor
farming and training for better cultivation. Odishahasgot ahuge
areaof cultivableland but dueto financial and climatic reasonsthe
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== peopleareunabletodothe
¥ farming. Weplantoprovide

~ them with subsidized
: J financia aid and help them
'~ = totackletheproblemsthey

W faceindoingthecultivation.

Oncetheharvestisdonethey will pay theamount back. At present
we have started the programme in Dodkongiaand Sikkatti. We

have provided themwithirrigation facilities (motor and pipe), seeds
and saplings.

d. SHGs

™ The awareness classes

- 7 andinputsessonsforthe

. people in the villages
% have started bearing
fruits. We are so happy
to share that we could

start around 5 SHGs under ‘ Uj jwalaJyoty Programme’ (Together
Towards Prosperity) for peopleof different groups. The programme
aimsat coordinating the people for the common cause, enabling
themto stand on their foot and to cultivate the habit of saving. Two
among the five have completed the entire process and started
functioning thescheme.

e VlllageCampfor Children

. Nirmal Jyoty Balliguda
2 conducted a three days each
g camp for the children of
8. Somadadi, Raningpanga,

Daipada, Dodkongia,
IS5 Badipanga and Sikkatti
villages. Thecanpsamedatpersondltydevelopment fathformation,
awareness classes for the parents and children and other
entertainments. The sessionswereled by the Fathers, SD Sisters
and MrsSmitha.
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f. Arrival of SD Sisters

Nirmal Jyoty Mission, Balligudaishblessed with thearrival of two
SD Sigtersof Delhi Province. SrsJean Thereseand Alanzajoined
Nirma Jyoty on’5 December 2020. They will bestaying at Baliguda
andwill collaboratewith the missionariesin the programmesof the
Centre.

g. One Day Retreat

One day retreat was
conducted in Somadadi
village as preparation for
the Chrismas. Thepeople
belonging to several
: - Christian denominations
attended the retreat The people gathered in the church stood asthe
sign of Christian unity and brotherhood. Fr Jomon Ayyankanal
preached theretreat. Now similar retreats are being conducted in
fivemorevillagesof our contact in Baligudaarea

2. LittleFlower Mission Centre, Kundra

Little Flower Mission Centre, the newly started mission station by
FrsJosin Tharapputhottiyil and Jbin Maniyalil hasreally goneinto
thetrack.

a. Sunday Prayer

Thewords seeded have started
taking the rootsin the hearts.
Thefrequent villagevistsof the )
missionary priests of Little «J#=
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Flower Mission Centre have goneinto the next step of theformation
of thefaith Communities. Astheresult of the prayer, words, deeds
and presence, we were blessed to start three prayer centres in
Padapadara, Jubbaand Bagbari villages.

b. Faith Formation

MestingtheMadter in
and through His
disciplesleadstothe
thirst of knowingHim
¥ more. Twofamiliesin
% the Padapadaro
« village have started
knowing him. Themembersof thefamily aregivenfaithformation
and spiritual training. The history will mark them asthefirst ever
membersof our Syro-Maabar Community in Kundra.

c. Tuition Programme

Littleflower mission has
started three non-formal
" education centersin the

-~ nearby villagesof Kundra.
In Nuaguda, nearby
villages of the mission
center have 15 studentsof
classes 5-10 for the
gpoken Englishclasses. Fr
Jibin Maniyalil takes
classes from 4-6.30 p.m. on al the week days. The center has
contributed uswith agood number of family friendsand opened the
doorsof many familiestowards Christ. Other than Nuagudawe
havenon-formal education centresat Jubbavillagewith 11 children
of classes 7-10 and Padapadaro villagewith 16 children of classes
4-10. In these two centres we have appointed local persons as
tutors. Wearein the process of starting two more centersinthecivil
blocks of Boiparigudaand K otpad.
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3. Sacred Heart Mission Sation, L axmipur
a. Monthly Recollection and Common Gathering
Get-together and sharing the joys and sorrows rejuvenate the

il

L A S
[ 1F -

|

. el

missionarieswith enthusiasm and energy. TheM ST missionariesin
theland of Odishahave gathered together after afew monthsof gap
for themonthly recollection at Laxmipur misson stationinthefirst
week of November. The fathers arrived by afternoon and had a
common meeting of evauation and planning. Fr ThomasKaramel
M ST, the Councillor in charge marked his presencevirtudly. The
next day we had the monthly recollection. Rev. Fr JamesVettom, a
priest from the diocese of Rayagadaled the monthly recollection.

b. Distribution of theHoly Bible

God the Word Incarnate speaksto
the people through His Holy Al s s
Words. Itisagreat matter of joy 8

that the missionaries of Sacred
Heart Mission station Laxmipur
were madeingrumentsin thehand
of Godindistributing the Catholic =
editionof theNew Testament Bible ©
to the Christian families in the
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villagesof Kodhomcholo and Kayipadar.
c. VillageVisit and Prayer Gatherings

The presence and words
aretakingitsrootsandthe
mission hasstarted giving
% ¢ fruits. Theregular village
#, vistsof themissionariesof
i »’, ‘ Laxmipur havegivenbirth
2" @ g1 to faith communities in
r<dend Laxmipur. At presently in
two different villageswe conduct prayer serviceon every Sundays.
The peoplegather together inthe housesfor the prayers. Almost 8
familiesareundergoing faith formation.

d. Non Formal Education Centres

Thechildreninthevillageslong for theraysof hope. They welcome
uswiththesmileof expectationand love. Asper theneed and request
of the people of different = .
villages we started non-
formal education centresin
axdifferentvillages. Weteke ©
it as a good meansto get 4§
accessto thosevillagesand
make sound relationship :
withthem. Our non-formal education centres aredowly becoming
the nucleus of the development, social gatheringsand centres of
fraternity and brotherhood.

e. A Day withtheChildren

We conducted asmdll half day outing for the children of Kayipadar
villageto anearby mountain top on 19 November. It wasagood
opportunity for ustointeract with them and make good relationship
withthem.

(Reported by Fr Manu Pottananickal, Balliguda,Odisha Mission)
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F. Arunachal Mission
1. Sagalee Mission
a. First Holy Communionin Villages

Villageleve Firg Holy Communion
N programmewasarranged after one
e week intensive training for the
U8 parish children. The first Holy
1§ Communion was given to 14
childrenfromthreevillages- Nimte,
Rigo and Rach Tabio by Rev. Fr

Sijo Mundaplkal on 5 December
2020. Thanks to SH sisters for preparing the children and the

catechistswho assi sted them.
b. Youth Competition

Inpreparation for Christmas,
we used to havethe deanery
level competitions for the
youth, whichmainly include
itemsof skit and songsbased
ontheHoly Bible. Theyouth %3
from different parishesunder
the deanery come for the
programme. There were RS 2 '
many winnersfrom our Sagdeeparishand the pri zesweredl Sif] buted
to them by Frs Choorakunnel and Mundaplackal .

c¢. Holy Communion in Langper

\g: Oneof themainsubstations
11 Of Sagalee parish is
Langper. Therewerenine
1475, children to receive first
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administered on 12 December 2020. The Sacred Heart Sistersand
the catechiststook care of the preparationsfor the event and the
catechetical formation of thechildren.

d. Preparationsfor Christmas

Our house is decorated in
preparation for Christmas by
Rev. Fr Sijo and the Regent
"% brother, with starsand colourful
. lights. Thereisapre-Christmas
recollection arranged in the
Bishop'sHouseat Itanagar and
. we—theMSTs(including those
inPakke Kes&lng) travel together for therecollection.

(Reported by Frs Choorakunnel& Mundaplackal, Sagalee,
Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh)

2. Pakke Kessang Mission
a. Shelter Festival

Inthestateof Arunachal &

Pradesh, the ‘shelter- §%;
festival’ is being§ ' 4
celebrated among thej}
farmers after the firsta
harvest. They bring the
harvested food grainsto 8%

.4 firsttasteof thefoodwhich
W they have cultivated with
4 hard labour. During this
year, the importance is
« | given to the woman
““ farmerswho contributeto
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the production and sustenance of thevillages by their hard work.
Rev. FrsAji Chakkungd and Jees Thundathil took partinthefestival
organized inthe parish and blessed thefarmersand their families.

b. Funeral ServicesintheParish

@@ TheChristianfuneralsin

~ Arunachal Pradesh are
| very typical. The mortal
remains are preserved
M naturally at least for one

L, day and the peoplegather
. together and celebratethe
death, according their
.. ability by sharing good

' food in a festive mood.
Thecoffin |sprepared locally by theneighbours. Thedead body is
buried closeto the house, in atomb dug intheir own property. All
theitems, including the utensils used by the deceased are buried
aongwithinthesamegrave. They expect the presence of the priest
inthehouse, until thefuneral serviceiscompleted.

c. ChristmasCeebrations

Theentirevillage, streetsand
the houses are decorated with
lights. Carrol Sngingsandmusic
are heard from every corner,
especidly intheevenings. The
wholelandscapeisinamood
of celebration, in spite of the
setbacks of covid-19.

(Reported by Frs Aji Chakkungal and Jees Thundathil, Pakke-
Kessang, Arunachal Pradesh)
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G. Overseas Missions
1. United Sates
a. AcademicAccomplishment

Rev. Fr Sherit Thomas K appiayrumalayil completed with success,
his post-graduation studiesin Xavier University, Cincinnati Ohio,
USA. Hearty congratulation to Fr. Sherit for his successful
achievement. Dueto the current pandemic Stuation, Fr. Sherit would
continue hisstudiesintheUniversity to keep thescholarship active
for our next candidate and to reservethe place of hisstay and the
parishministry heisentrusted with.

b. Celebrationsamidst Surging Pandemic

For Americans, the months of November and December arethe
best timesintheir lifefor celebration. Theyearly celebration starts
withthefestivd of ThanksGiving that continuesthrough thewhole
month of December with Christmasand concludeswith the New
Year celebration. Unfortunately, asalready predicted by the Centre
for Disease Control (CDC), the number of covid cases and
hospitalizationison itshighest peak now dueto the season of winter
and peopleareforced to remain moretimeinside.

Some of the parishesin the US had to remain closed dueto the
spread of Covid among the priestsand some of the staff. In some
dioceses the priests are asked to avoid any kind of travel and
socialization to protect the church from further closing during
Christmasand New Year. Fortunately, al of our priestsaredoing
well and busy with the preparation for the cel ebration of Christmas
and New Year.

(Reported by Fr Antony Thundathil, Coordinator of MSTsin USA, Chicago)
2.Austria
a. Rosary Devotion

During the month of October we could re-boost the devotion of
Mother Mary by recitingtheRosary indl our churches. Thedevotees
participated it withwhole heart. Parishionersdecorated the M other
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Mary sstatuewith beautiful illumination
and colourful natural flowers. The
Rosary Month Concluded with a
solemn Rosary Procession led by Rev.
. f o Fr Sabu Maprakavil and other MST
o p— Fathers on 30 October at Katzeldorf

BERNHARDSTHAL
Monat. Wie der Bt (a1 & in besanderer Waise der hi, Maria

o i i e . e o Rosay Park. A good number of people

P Joy und P, i ey

Mw;ehmummm ﬁm.r nun partICIpétajlnlt
b. World Mission Sunday

Being themembersof aMissionary Society, our joy doubled when
we could sharethe mission experiencesand could makeaMission
Sunday collectionfor UgandaMission ontheWorld Mission Sunday
on 17 October 2020. And the chocol ate packetswere sold inthe
Churchfor Mission Sunday Collection.

c.All Saintsand All SoulsDay

It wasaremarkabl e experienceto commemorate the departed souls
day on 2 November. Eventhough therewere Covid-19 redtrictions,
peopl edecorated their relatives graveyard andlighted candlesand
- : ) mewy Stood around their
88 respected tombsof their

% Holy Massblessed all
| the cemeteries, and
- : - = ‘Denkmas’ ‘ Denkmd’
|sacommemorat| onplacein theV| llagefor the soldierswho have
sacrificed their lifefor the Nation in the First and second World
War. These* Denkmals and cemeteriesareextraclean and beautified
withflowersand candles. OnAll SoulsDay specid cardsand candles
were prepared for each departed soulsof the previousyear that is
who died from November 2019 till November 2020 and candles
werekindled during the Mass. The cardsand candlescan betaken
home after theMassby their relatives.
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d. Advent and Second L ock Down

When we have started the Advent, the preparation days for the
Chri stmas the Government hasalready declared the second lock
| down for three weeks due
to the Covid-19. Thank
& God,itisover now. During
~ the Lock down period we
/' { could celebrate the Mass
s+ and could bless Advent-
d kranz and Advent-candles.
¥ In the month of December
Sy " % 1 A" we have the custom of
Roratemesse. That isMassin the candle | ight at the very early
morning, without el ectrica light till Gospel reading, that istoreceive
Jesuswho comesasthelight of theworld.

(Rev. Fr Joy Punnakuzhy, Coordinator, Vienna, Austria)
3. Germany
Herr, Komm Bald —Advent Album

Thecoronacridgsisdill restricting and changing thelifeand activities
of peopleworldwide. The number of people, who wereregularly
cominginthechurch, arereduced and the present Situation compel led
many not to comeinthechurchfor theHoly Mass. Asaresult of it,
somearegettingdowly indifferentinfathandinthechurchactivities.
But somefind it difficult to keep their faith and share the same.
Understanding thechdlengeof thetime, Fr Cyriac Chandrankunnel
prepared an audio-visua CD inconnection with Advent-Christmas-
New year to convey the message of Jesus Christ and renew the
faithand conviction of people onthesefeast days.

The Diocesan Bishop of Hildesheim, Germany —Most Rev. Nikolaus
Schwerdtfeger released thefirst copy of the CD at the beginning of
advent seasonand said: “Itisabeautiful idea. A correct movement
and acorrect step inacorrect timeon correct direction. May Holy
Spirit help us al through such steps like this our faith again to
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¢ rekindle.” The name of the
CD is ‘Herr, komm bald’!
(Lord, come soon!) and the
content is six reflections
accompanied with meditetive
- music. Eachreflection lasts
B Six minuteseach only. Many
= people in parishes and

'- EES nditutionsare happy to get it
inthisdifficult timeof anxi ety and uncertainty and experiencethe
loveand accompany of Godin our daily life.

(Reported by Fr Cyriac Chandrankunnel, Ger many)
4. Canada

Pastor al Updatesfrom Nelson: During Advent, we have advent
wreathwherewelight four candlesresembling the virtuesof hope,
loveandfaithandlove. This Season remindsusto promotethetrue
meaning of Christmasin all that we do and what we do. Itisa
season to prepare each faithful in prayer, reflection, encouraging
individual confessionsand if possibleto haveany kind of abstinence.
In spite of this pandemic Covid 19, we priests are helping our
parishionersto preparethemsalvesto be Jesus manger, and helpto
preparetheir heartsfor Jesus’ birthanniversary.

After the shutdown of every Church and religiousactivity for four
months, the government alowed usto opentherdigiousingitutions
and activities. Dueto thefear and uncertainty of the Covid 19, fifty
percent of the people attended the church and sacraments. Infew
months, our attendance increased to 90% for every Holy Mass.
Whileit wasonitsincrease, the second wave of Covid hit every
provinceof Canada. Eventhough British ColumbiaProvinceisthe
least affected province, our New Democratic Party hasbanned all
religiousactivitiesand gatheringsin public. Unexpectedly even Oliver,
wherel reside, has43 caseswithin aweek’stime!

Having not cel ebrated Easter, many of uswere hoping and praying
that wewould be ableto gather in person with our faith communities
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and celebrate Christmas aswe have alwaysdone. Thisisnot the
casethisyear. Many of the parishionersare scared and worried of
thefuture. The Church and every priest istrying to give hopeand
increasetheir faithin Jesus.

Thus, we al need to make the best of an unfortunate situation
knowing that our Lord understandsour predicament and iswith us
understanding our struggles and sufferings. If we have learned
anything during thispandemic, itisthat thereisoneperson wecan
count on. Hisnameis Jesus. Heis”my rock, my fortress, and my
deliverer, my God, my rock inwhom | takerefuge, my shield and
thehorn of my salvation, my strong hold” (Psalm 18:2).

Everyone has made heroic sacrifices during thistime, and I am
heartened by theresilience and commitment all the MST priests
working inthediocese of Nelson, B.C. Weare having Holy Mass
with our communitiesthrough Zoom where peopl e participate as
usual or do direct telecast through different applicationsasVimeo
and uploading them in parish account of Facebook. After every
Mass, we priestsstand in parking | ot to provide Holy communionin
their cars. The province of Alberta has more cases than British
Columbia. Still the provincial government allowsthe churchesto
functionwith 15% of itsregular capacities. Our priestsworkingin
thediocese of Grouard McLennanisfollowing theserules. Our MST
priests who work in the Diocese of Regina, in the province of
Saskatchewan, can accommodate 30% of their Church capacity
and they aredoing best now. In Canadaeach provincia government
decidesof theregulationsof Covid 19. Merry Christmas.

(Reported by Fr Tom Kakkaniyil, Nelson, BC, Canada)
5. Switzerland - Parish of Schlieren:

Even though Coronapandemicincreasesin Switzerland, the people
in Switzerland areready to celebrate Christmas. Asusual they have
decorated streetsand their homeswith lightsand Christmastrees.
Liturgical celebrationswill beheldwith certainrestrictions. In my
parish thereare 5 Christmas Masses. Ontheeve of Christmaswe
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have M asfor childrenwithasmall drama(Christmette) at 3 p.m.
i At 5.00 p.m. Christmas

_ | Mass for the young
-r familiesand old peopleis
1 scheduled. There is a
L . midnight massfor al with
WSS choirat 11p.m. Againon

E b ! 25th we have a solemn

#  Masswithchoir singing.
““ On 26 December we

celebrate a2 Christmas. Itisaholiday in Europe. Thisday we
celebratethefeast of St Stephen, thefirst Martyr of the Church.This
feast givesusamessage how important isboth thecrib and crossin
our life. Christmascelebrationswill go ontill the Feast of Epiphany,

when theorthodox christians celebratetheir Christmas.

Therearelotsof meaningful Christmastraditionsin Europe. 25 days
before Christmas peopl e prepare themsel veswith Advent wreath
(Adventkranz), lightening of 4 Candles, oneeach every four Sundays,
Candle Mass, Advent Calendars, Christmas trees, cribs and
decorations, etc. During these dayswe cel ebrate two feasts: Feast
of St Niklaus (Santa Claus) and teach the children how to help
othersand thefeast of St
Luciaand weteachthem
how to bethelight of the
world. Exchange of
chrisgmasgifts, chrismas
cards and letters and a
great meal, visiting of
«Sant » at home, etc are
also the traditions of
Christmas. Childrenare
commonly told that presentswere brought either by the Christkind
(Christ child) or by theWeihnachtsmann (Santa Claus).

(Reported by Fr Varghese Nadackal, Schlieren, Zurich, Switzerland)
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6. Tanzania- MadaleParish, Dar EsSalaam
a. Choir Members Gathering

The parish of Madale celebrated aday with choir memberson 17
October 2020. Therewere one hundred and seventy choir members
participated among the nine choir groups. The programme began
withthe Holy Massfollowed by aseminar explaining thedutiesand

importanceof choir inthechurch.
b. Children’s Meet

Thechildren of Madadewereeagerly waiting for thechildren meet’s
day. People of Madalewere happy to conduct the children meet on
280ctober 2020. Thisyear
. two thousand four hundred
{ and fifty (2450) children
| participatedinit. After the
§ Holy Massandaseminarin
themorning, they weregiven
- a break to drink the juice
and water. After the break they all weregatheredinthehall for the
varietiesof programmesand games. They all weregivenlunch at
2:30 pm. Thechildren’smeet concluded at 5.00 p.m.

c. Youth’s Day
The youth of Madale j .

parish celebrated aday for L

youth on 22 November SESSE & 0 L' L L B¢ s
2020. Since most of the #{Wh Vi PRt N
youthof Maddleparishare [ ’.
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engaged injobson weekly days, it was conducted on 22 Sunday.
They weregiven aseminar ontheimportanceof youthinthechurch
and especially in our parish. They themselves prepared food for all
of theminthe parish showing the equality, togethernessand hel ping
mentdlity.

d. Men’sand Women’sDay

The parish of Madale celebrated men’s and women’s day on 7
November 2020 and 28 November respectively. It wasachance
for themto cometogether and sharethelr viewsand reviewsonthe
parish. The programm&swere continued frommorningtill evening 6
p.m. The parish of
Maddedividesitsfathful
N P in different categories
amaaiats 8 such as Children’sday,

s, “ Youth'sday, Men'sday,
Women’s day and
' Elder’s day. In the
category of children’sday, childrentill theageof fifteen participated.
Inthecategory of youth’sday, people of agesfrom sixteento thirty
fiveparticipated. Inthemen’sand women’sdays people aged from
thirty sx tosixty will partakeinit.

e. Social Marriage

Thechurchasawhole, especialy the parish of Madale, wasvery
happy to conduct asocia marriage. It wasfixed on 14 November
2020 in which thirty three pairs of couples got the sacrament of
marriage. They al werelivingin relationship without receiving any
sacraments. All the coupleswerevery happy because of re-entering
thelifeof church and sacraments. Themain celebrant for themarriage
wasRev. Fr Biju P. Joseph. The celebration began at 9.00am. and
concluded at 2.30 p.m.

(Reported by Rev. Fr Varghese Pullappallil, Dar Es Salem, Tanzania)
7.Australia- Sacred Heart Parish, Mildura, Ballar at
On 27 November, | moved to the new place of assignment — Sacred
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Heart Parish, Mildura. Milduraisaregional city onthe North West
of VictoriaState, Australiaand islocated on the Victoriaside of the
M urray River. Milduracomesunder Balarat dioceseontheextreme
f northernsde. Being sunny
most of the time, it is
known as Sunraysia
region. Peoplearemostly
famersand they cultivate
variety of fruits mainly
grapee and oranges. Astheci ty M ilduraissituated on the bank of
river Murray theirrigation facility given to the famersisreally
commendable. So, they get very good yielding and asaresult most
of the people arerich. Total population of the City isaround 50
thousand which consistsof peoplemostly from 38 countries. They
arehappy to settle here becauseit is self-contained city concerning
education, health and conveyancefacilities. The weather isalso
beautiful enough. It sharesboarderswith South Australiaand New
South Walesstates of Australia. TheAustraliansconsider Mildura
asahaf way hating placewhenthey travel from Sydney toAddaide
viceversaand the peoplewho travel from Melbourneto Northern
partsof VictoriaState. It gives more opportunity for tourism and
hospitaity aswell.

MilduraParish hasavery vibrant Christian community becausethe
people herearefrom different partsof theworld. So, thisisavery
busy parishwithlotsof pastord activities. TheMilduraSacred Heart
parish consistsof other four moresmall parishesnamely Our Lady
of the Sacred Heart Church Merbein, St Francis Xavier Church
[rymple, St Joseph’s Church Red Cliffs, and Our lady of Lourdes
Waerrimull. Besdesthereisasmd| Syro Ma abar Community having
Syro Malabar Qurbanain Malayalamin every 4" Sunday of the
month. The numbersof practicing Catholicsaredeclining, younger
generation isaway from the church, lessimportanceisgiven to
sacramentd lifeand catechism, lessvocations, etc. areafew common
challenges. But Mildura Catholic community which consists of
different nationalitiesisso activein Sacramentd life.
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(Reported by Fr Mathew Edathiparampil, Ballarat, Australia)
8. Sweden
a. CoronaRestrictionsin Sweden

Because of the increase in corona cases and deaths, Swedish
government took avery hard decison regarding the public gatherings
in Sweden last week. According to that, only 8 people can gather
together at atime. All therestaurants and schoolsare closed until
24th of thismonth and it may continue according to the present
Stuations. So, the Stockholm diocese cancelled dl the public masses
and gatheringsinthe parishes. But priestshaveto say al themasses
according to the scheduled timein the parishesand can send through
alivestreaming.

b. Syro-Malabar Communitiesin the Scandinavia

Syro-Malabar Mass in
Malayalam is celebrated
every Sunday at 10.00
am.through zoom. Families
from Sweden, Norway and
Finland participateinit. We
could celebrate the Mass
regularly during this pantomimic and peoplewere so happy withit.
Except the Sunday M asses, we have planned to have extramasses
on Christmas, New Year and

Epiphany. One-hour Christmas M—
programisplanned on 26 December * Breres. e
through zoom. Thechildrenwere -, \h‘* N\ :::“
given Advent calendar to prepare i ) i ;;_::‘_;
themsalvesfor the Christmas. "Savm =

Inauguration of theyouth gpostolate

isalso held and abig participation wastherefrom the part of youth.
A “three Sunday” advent retreat isgoing on for the Syro-Malabar
familiesin Europejust now. Itiswell appreciated by the people.

c. . Singfrid Seminary, Sockholm
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Brotherswho arestudyingin Romeand France are back to Sweden
for their holidays. They will be sent to different parishesfor the
Christmas cel ebrations and to have a parish experience. Another
good news is that six pastors from the Swedish church were
converted to Catholic
Church. Their papers
were sent to Rome and
three of them were
approved by Pope
g Francis. Now they have

| tostudy threemoreyears
intheseminary hereand
at theend of the 3rd year

they will becomepriests.

Stay blessed! Stay safe. Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
(Reported by Fr Binu Thottiyil, Sockholm, Sveden)
9.Brazil - & Sebastian’sParish, Itaruma

a. First Communion and Confirmation

St Sebastian’s Parish, Itarumarealized the
P administration of the sacramentsof Baptism,
& g First communion and confirmation on 12

@ November. Our enthusiastic and dedicated
catechists prepared 35 students for first
communionanditincludes 16 adolescentsand
19 adults. They received first communionon
05 November2020. Thesameway 15youths
and 23 adults- total 38 - received sacrament
of confirmation on 12 November 2020in solonHoly masscel ebrated
by their parish priest Fr Joseph Pulickal and concel ebrated by Fr
Jacks Doughalas, one of the priestsfrom the parish.

b. Catechism for Children

Our parish started catechism classesfor thechildren and adults after
the holidaysin December. From January 2020 our catechism classes
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wereinfull swing but by themiddleof Marchwereceved directions
toclosedown all the classesand was
only celebrating holy masswith limited
numbers because of the outbreak of
covid-19.Some of our memberswere
affected with covid-19 It created a
panic among the faithful and the
children. Onemonth we closed down
our catechism classes expecting to get
norma the Situationssoon but daysand
monthspassed, il restrictionscontinue. But our dedicated catechists
never get disappointed- searched for alternatives. Started online
classesfor the students. Concentration wasmainly on the students
for thefirst communion and confirmation.

c.Adult Catechism

Our parish hasadult catechism.
Usudly thepeoplewholivein
remote areas have no chances
) of participation in the parish
church and its catechism,
hence request us to baptize
them in the Catholic church
and we prepare them for the
sacraments. We have also
candidates, born and bought
upinother denominations, but now requesting for baptisminthe
Catholic Church. They arevery earnest tofollow Catholicfaith.

(Reported by Rev. Fr Joseph Pulickal, Brazil)
10. Philippines

Thereisalot to be thankful and hopeful despite the pandemic,
typhoons (six inthreeweeks) and themonthslong lockdown for the
Filipinos. Asthey are bouncing back from the effectsof these, they
areready for thelongest cel ébration of Christmasintheworld. The
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b Christmas season starts with the

2 coming of “ber” months(September,
November & December) in the
Philippines. Move around the shops
andmalls, you can hear theChrismas
carols, drive around the citi es and

treesand Ilgts walk around the church& and houses, you can see
thebeautiful ‘ belens (cribs).

All the churchesin the Philippinesare getting ready for the
immediate preparation for the cel ebration of the Christmas now; the
celebration of ‘Simbang
Gabi’ (anticipated mass) or
‘Misa de Galla (dawn
mass). ‘Misa de Galla
means ‘Mass of the
rooster’, a tradition
introduced by the Spanish &
friarsinthe 17" century for theagricultural communitiesto attend
meass before heading off to thefieldsearly in the morning. But now,
these dawn Masses are part of the special preparationstowards
Christmasfor dl Filipinosaround theglobe. Itisther tradition and
belief that thoseattend dl the ninedawn massesreceivethe spiritua
favours. Old practice of serving snacksof hot chocolateand * puto’
(rice cakes) after massiscontinued inthisfestive days.

Weasojointheliturgical celebrations
inour assgned parishes’houses, within
: the regulations implemented by the
ﬂufl! government agencies. Moreover, life
goes on, partially experiencing the
orded of the pandemic here aswe continue our academic journey.
Thescholastic programsin our universitiescontinueonlineand we
areontrack. Happy Yuletide season to everyone!

(Rev. Frs Roy Thengumkudy and Roby Adapoor, Manila, Philippines)
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VII. NEWS FROM OTHER MINISTRIEY
CENTRES

A. Vocation Promotion

We the vocation
promotionteamisdoingdl
the way possible to find
suitable candidates for
MST. We are going
through a tough time of
vocationpromotionnow. In
additiontothisstuationwe
could make a lot of
Interaction with many studentsto promote vocation. Theweb camp
named ‘ missonde’ - themission of God, wasan attempt to impart
missionary spiritinthemindsof thestudents. Thiswasconductedin
collaborationwith Santhome Fdlowship. Rev. FathersVipin Vanmdil,
Monse Karuvakunnel and Abin Kuruvanplacka weretheresources
toinspirethe participants. At thispoint wewould liketo thank all of
you for your help and support. Please do continue your kind
consderation.

(Reported by Frs Puthukkattu, Alencherry and Karuvakunnel
- Vocation Promoters)

B. Santhome Fellowship
1. SanthomeFellowship M eeting at Vannapuram

Monthly meeting was held on 9 December at Vannapuram. It
commenced with aprayer sectionled by Sr Dhanya. Thegathering
wasaddressed by the Director of Santhomefellowship and guided
the members to groom for the feast of Nativity of Christ. This
preparation can be done through many wayslike helping others,
prayer for themission and doing some penancewithintensons. The
membersexpressed that they do pray for themission especialy for
theM ST’ smission during this Christmas season.

MST OXurid > cirisTMAS 2020



2. Inaugur ation of Santhome Fellowship Unit in Dubai

Very Rev. FrAntony Perumanoor, the Director Generd, inaugurated
Dubai unit of Santhome Fellowship on 5
December. Sixteen familiesparticipatedinthis
inaugural ceremony. Mr Thomeas, the President
of the Dubai unit, extended welcome and
explained about the peoplein Dubai Santhome
Fellowship group. He expounded manner in
' whichthegroupisformed. Very Rev.Fr Antony
inhisinaugura speech explained about theduty
of fellowship membersinthemissonwork. He
reiterated that al aremissonaries, irrespective
of beingreligiousor lay peopleand areequally
[ mportant inthework of evangelisation. He expressed theview of
the evangelisation on knees. Mr Salas, the Secretary of the group,
expressed gratitudeto everyone participated in themeeting.

3. Vidtsto SanthomeFellowship Unitin Ernakulum

The director of Santhome Fellowship visited the familiesin
Ernakulum unit. They werelittle bit hesitant to welcomeusinthe
house owing to the spread of the pandemic, afew monthsago. But
they are happy to welcome us now. This visit facilitated us to
understand the problems confronted during the pandemictimeand
provided an opportunity to pray for thefamilies.

4. Demise of Mr Jacob Padalody

Mr Jacob Padal ody, one among our Associate
. Missionaries, wascalled to eternal lifeon 11
» November. Thefunera servicewasheld on 12

November, at St Joseph’s Church
9 Kariyathumpara in the Eparchy of

Thamarassary. Thefunerd wasattended by two

general councillors and three associate
missionaries. | havegivenabrief obituary noteon him, towardsthe
end of thisBulletin.
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5. Meetings of Associate Missionaries

Meeting of the missionary associatestook place on 6 December.
Themeseting sarted with aprayer. The secretary presented thereport.
Thememberspaidtheir prayerful homageto the deceased Mr Jacob
(Baby) Padalody, one of the active associate missionaries. The
potential missionary associatesunder training aso gathered on 10
December. They had taken adecis onto makether sacrificesduring
thislent of Christmasbe offered to the conversion of the peoplein
Orissa. Themissionary associates have planned to gather physically
on 22 December.

(Reported by Rev. Fr Monse Karuvakunnel, Director - Santhome
Fellowship)

C.SANTHOME -IMPACT, Kochi
1. Mission Animation

a. Onlinetak onthe mission on Mission Sunday to the membersof
Vincent de Paul Society of Vazhakkala parish of Ernakulam
Ankamaly Archdiocese.

b. Two days onlineretreat to the catholic studentsof SH Schooal,
M oolamattom.

2. TheatreWorkshop

Three days' theatre workshop for the students of Denahalaya,
Punnapra, Alappuzha. Six priestsand 20 Rdligious Sistersattended.
It wasmainly focused on training themfor youth ministry.

3. PsychodramaTraining

Five days training on psychodrama at Shantidham, Trissur, a
counselling centre of the Thrissur Provinceof theCMC Sigters. It
was mainly focused on the emotional balance and body-mind
coordinationamong children.

4. SanthomeMedia-lM PACT

Following arethemgor initiativesrecently undertaken by Santhome
MediaIMPACT:
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a. Nairmalyam: A weekly reflection inn preparation of Christmas
2020.

b. ChristmasRavu: ItisaCarol song uploaded in our YouTube
channel sung by Abhijith Kollam.

c. Gloria2020: It wasajoint effort
of Kadukumani Magazine and
Santhomemedia. Santhomemedia
conducted carol lyricscompetition
and Kadukumani conducted the
snging competitionfor children. The
selected lyricwas publishedin the _
YouTube channel being sung and \ k
acted by theprizewinning sngersof :
thesinging competition.

d. Syro Malabar Online Catechism: V Standard Malayalam
catechism’spre and post-production work isdoneby us.

e.Audio Recording: SanthomeMediaaudio recording Studiois
blessed with eminent personditieslike Kester, MithilaMicheal, Sr
: | Rincy Alphonse SD, Teena
Mary Abraham, Libin Scaria,
Arjun, AliceMathew, Shaju
Cheriyan and Vipin Roldent.
‘ Liveinstrumental recordings

of Veena, Flute, Solo Violin,
Tabala, Dolak and
M rldangam by Jossey Alappuzha, BijuAnnamanda, Francis Xavier
and Andand al so were conducted in our studio

5 Coallaboration with SanthomeM edia

SanthomeMedia-IMPACT invites
al membersof theMST toavail its
facilitiesto manifest their talentsin
communication. Santhomemedia
will technically support the MST
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members to work out their creativity and bring out as media
productions.

06. Upcoming I nitiatives of SanthomeMedia-IM PACT:

0 Capsuletype Short Films

oMoativationa Classes

o CartoonAnimation

* To watch all our programs please visit our Website:
www.santhomemedia.com, You Tube Channel and Facebook

Page & Plzdon’t forget to subscribeand like our You Tube
Channel and Facebook Page.

7. IMPACT Publications

a Onlineand printed vers onsof themisson Magazine' Kadukumani’
wasdone.

b. Kadukani conducted story and singing competitionsfor children
and prizesweregivento thetoppers.

c. Englishmagazine’ TrueBlaze for English medium children could
not be published dueto the closure of schoals.

(Reported by Fr Joy Panjikaran, Executive Director Santhome-
IMPACT)

D. ThomasineResear ch Center (TRC)
1. TRCisnowat CHAAMA, Thumboor

The Thomsine Research Center is now firmly established at
Thumboor in Lower Kodungallur region. ThisM ST Center known
asCHAAMA was established by Rev. Fr Joseph VVazhuthanappilly
and was handed over to MST. CHAAMA ismemory. Theword is
derived from theancient |language called Ugaritic, an extinct North-
West Semitic language. Theword CHAAMA isPaleo script and
the Paleo Christians adopted the term to mean memory. Thishouse
at Thumboor isestablished in memory of St Thomasour Apostle
and the patron of our society. It also commemorates all great
missionaries and visionaries of our Church and MST. We also
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remember with gratituded| thosewho contributed their might tothe
establishment of thiscenter.

CHAAMA hogtsvariousministriesof MST in her abode. Therefore,
we have expanded theword to denote the various apostol ates that
MST intends to spearhead from this center. Thus CHAAMA is
Christian Historical and Archaeological Academy for
Missionary Apostolates. TRC continuesto run al itsactivities
from hereand Fr Joseph VVazhuthanappally carrieson hisworksin
the name of CAS| (Christian Archaeological Survey of India).
CHAAMA hopesalso to extend its serviceto the Syro-Mal abar
Churchinthe missionary formation of itsmembers: theclergy, the
religiousand thelay people.

CHAAMA isnow happy to receive the service of Fathers Sijo
M ookenthottam and Mathew Mlavil from 10 November 2020.

2. Samvet 2020

TRC washappy to organizethe* Samvet 2020, thewebinar for the
MST memberswith aview to re-eva uate the mission and vision of
MST inthecontext of the Pandemic Covid 19. The Ten-day program
from 8 to 17 Ocotber was well appreciated and there was an
enthusiastic response from the participants. In ten daysamost 55
paperstouching variousaspectsof our missonary commitment were
presented. You will soon get a soft copy of all these papers and
deliberationsin thewebinar. We remember with gratitudeall our
fatherswho helpedinvariouswaysto make Samvet 2020 agreat
event of substantial benefit.

3. Webinar on Fratellii Tutti

TRC arranged athree-day webinar onthe Papa encyclicd - Fratelli
Tutti and it was organized from 25 to 27 October 2020. It hel ped
the participantsto better understand the encyclical and toimbibe
the vision of Pope Francisto make abetter world. Rev. Fathers
Sebastian Kizhakkeyil, Joseph Aryankalayil, C.D. Sebastian,
Kisincher Aniyekkatt and Antony Karakatt were the resource
persons. Weexpressour sinceregratitudeto thesefathersfor their
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great effort.
(Reported by Fr James Kurikilamkatt, Director, TRC)
E. Kalasadhana, Mumbai

Kalasadhana continues to impart music
through onlinelessonsduring thisperiod of
lockdown caused by Covid-19. Setting
apart the YouTube channel by name
Kaasadhana, Navi Mumbai exclusively for
Hindi songs, Kalasadhanahaslaunched a
Bl new YouTube channel “MarianMe odies;

for Maayaam songson 22 November 2020
onthefeast of the patronnessof music St Cecilia

080, Rarpe, MINRSENR.
4BAI06M)28 oI, ERHMmEs.
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" dla)age miemanea..
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YouTube
b 4 \iL

FRST. MELODIES'
ON I3 TOMORROW
28.11.2020 @ 9AM

(03 YouTube
FE——
N (134 AT T

AN MELODIES
om i gm i

Recently two songs have been rel eased from thischannel toawarm
ot : ) welcomeby the subscribers. Boththe
m:ma,acagsmwm Bl |aunching songs ‘ DivyaKarunyame

n'lo.yman . . y

and ‘Ammaykoraayiram...” have
received overwhelming response. |
sincerely acknowledge your constant
support and encouragement.

(Reported by Fr Ashok Kollamkudy, Director, Kalasadhan,
Mumbai)
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VIIl Necrology: Family Members &
Collaboratorsof theM STs

Asinformed by themember s(15 October -15 December 2020)

Mr PV. Joseph, Father of Fr Pullikkattil and Brother-in-law of Fr
A.Azhakath

Mr T. J. Chacko, Father of Fr Thakadiyel

Mr John Madukoly, Father of Fr Madukolil and Bother-in-law of
Fr Ammanathukunne

MrsRosammaA braham, Mother of Fr Vanchipurackal

Mr Kuriakose Oppenmakkal, Brother of Fr Oppenmakkal
Mr Varghese Pulimadayil, Brother of Fr Pulimalayil

Mr Baby Paulose, Brother of Fr Azhikannickal

Mr Paily Vattamthottiyil, Uncleof Fr Vadakeoram and Grandfather
of FrUlIlattil

Mr George Joseph Nadackal, Nephew of Fr Nadackal
MrsMargaret Devassy, Aunt Fr Joy Panjikaran

Mr KurigkoseKoalliyil, Uncleof Fr Kalliyil

Mr Jose Puthettupadavil, Brother-in-law of Fr Kizhakkeyil
MrsAleykutty Kakkanattu, Aunt of Fr Tharapputhotty

MrsAley Thomas, Grandaunt of Fr Unnieppillil
MrAntony A.T. Aranjand, Uncleof Fr Aranjand

MrsMary Mathew, Sister-in-law of Fr Karamel

Mr Jacob Padal ody, Missionary Associate of MST

Mr Sebastian Mess (Guruji), Missionary Collaborator of MQMD
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Obituary:
Mr Baby (Jacob) Padalody

Mr Jacob Padalody (Baby Sir, 64), one of our sixteen Associate
Missionaries, was called to eternal blisson 11November. He had
been amember and stalwart of Santhome
<& . Fellowshipever since 2011 and became
.. our Missionary Associateof thefirst batch
#¥ through the promise of association made
on 22 February 2019. Hewasvery active
and dynamic asanassociatemissonary and
has visited our missions. He was avery
close collaborator and well-wisher of
MST. Heused to addressthegathering of
our priestsduring theongoing formation at
Deepti Mount. Hegot retired asateacher. Rosamma—hiswifeis
also aretired teacher. They havetwo children and one of themisa
religious nun in Sacred Heart Congregation of Thamarassery
Province. Hehad been very activeinhisparishin variousleadership
capacities. For thelast 27 years, he served asacatechism teacher.
Hewasthe coordinator of the palliative careunit of thedioceseand
the Secretary of Pensioners Forum of Thamarassery. He was
diagnosed with acute cancer a few months ago and was on
medi cation. Santhome Fellowship membersare planning to gather
on 18 December to offer arequiem Holy Qurbanafor him. Let us
pray for thereposeof hissoul and shal keephisfamily inour prayers.

(By Fr Monse Karuvakunnel, Coordinator, Missionary Associ ates)
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